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Last week, the Giants celebrated “My Cause My Cleats” as players wore customized cleats reflecting 
their commitment to charitable causes.

The charitable organizations players selected represent a variety of different causes that they are per-
sonally connected to, including: medical research, social justice, ending domestic violence, and supporting 
our neighbors in need during their most difficult times.

THE GIANTS SUPPORT
MY CAUSE MY CLEATS
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REMEMBERING
FORMER GIANTS HEAD COACH

RAY PERKINS

By Michael Eisen

Ray Perkins, whose tenure as head coach 
marked the beginning of a Giants revival after a 
bleak period in franchise history, passed away in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. today, three days after his 79th 
birthday.

Perkins coached the Giants from 1979-82 
and compiled a 23-34 regular-season record. In 
1981, he led the team to its first postseason berth 
since 1963. That Giants team upset defending 
NFC champion Philadelphia in the NFC Wild Card 
Game before losing in the divisional round to a 
San Francisco 49ers team that went on to win 
Super Bowl XVI.

The Giants were 74-134-4 in the 15 seasons 
before Perkins, then the offensive coordinator for 
the San Diego Chargers, was brought in to lead 
a franchise overhaul. Perkins instilled discipline, 
worked with general manager George Young to 
upgrade the roster and brought two of the most successful coaches in NFL history to the Giants.

“Ray was George Young’s first hire as general manager in 1979,” said John Mara, the Giants’ president 
and chief executive officer. “I remember George 
saying, ‘He will make it very uncomfortable for 
our players to lose.’ Ray did a good job for us and 
got us into the playoffs in 1981 for the first time in 
many years. During the 1982 season, which was 
shortened due to a players strike, he announced 
he was leaving at the end of the year to go to 
Alabama, which he described as his dream job. 
He left behind a team that had Lawrence Taylor, 
Phil Simms and Harry Carson, among others and 
this was the nucleus of the group that would go 
on to great success in the 1980’s and win two 
Super Bowls. I always wondered whether he later 
regretted that decision. But he certainly left our 
team in much better shape than he found it in, 
including having Bill Parcells and Bill Belichick 
on his staff.”
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By Michael Eisen

As a student at Henry County High School just 
south of Atlanta, Dalvin Tomlinson was called the renais-
sance man. He was an outstanding student who could 
have attended Harvard. Tomlinson was an all-state 
football player, three-time heavyweight wrestling cham-
pion and a goalie and striker on the school’s soccer team. 
He was an artist who excelled at drawing with pencils. 
Tomlinson is also a talented musician who can play the 
drums, trumpets and xylophones.

But Tomlinson’s most impressive skill was clearing 
the hurdles life kept placing in front of him and thriving 
on the other side. His father, Willie, died when he was 
just five years old. Tomlinson was very close to his 
mother, Melinda, but she passed away suddenly just 
prior to his senior year of high school. That year, he tore 
his ACL playing soccer. After enrolling at the University 
of Alabama and sitting out a season, Tomlinson’s other 
ACL ripped apart, forcing this active young man to spend 
another year as a spectator.

“Everything was back to back to back,” Tomlinson 
said. “At one point, I lost a lot of hope. I didn’t know if 
anything was going to go well for me. But I knew that 
my mom would never want me to quit or give up, and 
just keep working hard day in and day out. That’s what 
I did.”

So many have benefitted because of it. Tomlinson 
is one of the most productive, consistent and respected 
players on the Giants. Off the field, he is a tireless doer 
of good deeds, someone always willing to make an 
appearance, lift a spirit or offer a helping hand.

Fittingly, Tomlinson is the Giants’ nominee for 
the 2020 NFL Walter Payton Man of the Year Award. 
Presented by Nationwide, the Man of the Year Award is 
named for former Chicago Bears running back Walter Payton, a Pro Football Hall of Famer who died in 1999. The award 
recognizes an NFL player for outstanding community service activities off the field as well as excellence on the field.

Each of the 32 teams has a Man of the Year who is eligible to win the league award. Last year, defensive end Calais 
Campbell, then with Jacksonville, received the award. In 2016, Giants quarterback Eli Manning was named a co-winner – 
with Arizona Cardinals wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald - of the Man of the Year Award. Manning is the only Giants player to 
receive the award in its 50-year history.

The Giants’ nominee last year was tackle Nate Solder.
“It’s an honor,” said Tomlinson, a fourth-year defensive tackle. “When Eli won it, I was still in college. Knowing the 

players that are nominated for it, it doesn’t feel real. I still feel like I’m one of the young guys. I still have to earn that. I guess 
I’ve been doing enough to get the nomination. It’s a blessing.

“Being from the south, being from Georgia, you always want to give back and help as many people as possible. My 
mom raised me to help out as much as you can, when you can.”

Coach Joe Judge believes Tomlinson is more than worthy of the nomination.
“Dalvin’s a guy who he really puts the team first and he puts his priorities outside of this building in the right order,” 

DALVIN TOMLINSON 
NOMINATED FOR THE WALTER PAYTON 
MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
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said Judge. “Again, he’s another guy who comes from a very strong background in terms of making the right decisions, doing 
the right things and who he surrounds himself with. He really rubs the right way on the guys in the locker room. He’s a leader, 
he knows how to put his arm around a guy and pull him aside and talk to him. He’s also not afraid to tell a guy directly in 
front of someone when they have to go ahead and pick it up. He’s able to do that because of the way he works on a day in 
and day out basis, and because of the kind of strong character he possesses, guys trust him.”

Tomlinson played on two national championship teams for the Crimson Tide before the Giants selected him on the 
second round of the 2017 NFL Draft, the 55th overall pick. He was selected to the Pro Football Writers All-Rookie Team. 
Tomlinson has started all 60 games in his first four pro seasons. His career totals include 195 tackles (99 solo), including 6.0 
sacks. This year, his teammates voted him as one of the Giants’ captains.

Off the field, Tomlinson generously donates his time and energy to a long list of charitable and community organiza-
tions. He chose to work with two organizations specifically to honor his parents. For Melinda, Tomlinson has served for years as 
a member of American Diabetes Association’s “Team Tackle Initiative,” a group of current and retired NFL players who raise 
support for diabetes funding. He also supports the American Cancer Society as a “Crucial Catch Ambassador” in memory of 
Willie. Tomlinson encourages Giants fans to get screened regularly and has worked to address the unequal burden of cancer 
in low-income communities.

Tomlinson serves as a Fuel Up to Play 60 ambassador, helping to bring the youth wellness program to schools by 
encouraging students to eat a healthy diet while getting at least 60 minutes of physical activity each day. In 2019, he gave 
his time to numerous worthwhile initiatives: he celebrated Salute to Service month by playing video games at the training 
facility against military veterans through the Wounded Warrior Project and led the veterans on a tour of the facility. Tomlinson 
attended the opening celebration of The Project; a gaming and streaming education program for youth from Bayonne Public 
Housing. He joined several teammates and the Newark Bronze Shields, the African-American police officers association within 
the Newark Police Department, to host a discussion with local high school student athletes about the importance of academics, 
selecting college majors, academic demands of a college athlete, sports related occupations, and life after sports. Tomlinson 
joined with his fellow defensive linemen to make a financial donation to host a holiday pizza party at the team’s facility for 
youth from local YCS (Youth Consultation Service) group homes with every attendee receiving presents. He attended the 
Muscle Team Gala to support the fundraising efforts of the Muscular Dystrophy Association of New York City.

The list could continue for several more paragraphs, as it does for every Man of the Year nominee. What separates 
Tomlinson is his eagerness to help those who have endured the extreme pain of losing a parent at a young age. He has chosen 
to reach out when it would have easy and understandable to turn inward.

Tomlinson works closely with two organizations – Kate’s Club in Atlanta and Good Grief in New Jersey – that provide 
support and programs to children and families after the death of a parent or sibling. He didn’t have an outside group to help 
him deal with his grief, but he did have a strong support system.

“When my dad passed away, I had my mom, my brother and my aunts and uncles,” Tomlinson said. “We have a big 
family back home. I really didn’t understand death at the time. Then my mom passed away when I was 17 and that had a 
huge impact. My mom was my best friend. I had my brother, my whole family. Everyone in my family helped me and my 
girlfriend. It was tough. It was not an easy journey.”

Kate Atwood knows. She was 12 when her mother, Audrey, passed away.
“I grew up not having any community of support, not knowing any of my peers who had a loss or knew what they were 

going through,” Atwood said. “When I got older, I saw that was a big void in the support services in our society. I wanted to 
build a place where kids could come and, first and foremost, know they were not alone, that other kids just like them had lost 
a parent or a loved one. But then I also wanted to build a place that wasn’t just about the loss itself but was really about the 
development of a young life in spite of this loss.”

In 2003, Atwood founded Kate’s Club, which has since helped more than 5,500 children and families deal with loss, 
grief and healing.

Good Grief was founded in New Jersey a year later and supports more than 850 participants a month who are actively 
grieving the loss of a parent or sibling.

“I wish I knew about Good Grief when I was going through the grieving process of losing my parents,” Tomlinson said. 
“I wish I could have gone to one of the Kate’s Club’s camps when I was just a little kid and I lost my dad, or 17-year-old going 
into my senior year losing my mom, to help with the grieving process. I felt like those are two programs I know I needed to 
be behind because I personally went through the pain and the grieving process, and I know how tough it can be. You close 
down, you don’t want to talk to anyone, and those programs connect you with people who are going through the same thing 
you’re going through. That just helps you bridge and make new friendships to help you get through the grieving process in 
a positive way.”
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JOHN MARA

 John K. Mara is in his 30th season with the Giants. The fran-
chise’s President and Chief Executive Officer, he assumed the team 
presidency upon the passing of his father, Wellington Mara, in 2005. 
Mara joined the Giants in 1991 as General Counsel and later added 
the title of Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer.
With team Chairman Steve Tisch, Mara was at the forefront of the 
planning and negotiations for MetLife Stadium, where the Giants 
began playing their home games in 2010 after 34 seasons in Giants 
Stadium. In addition, Mara, Steve Tisch and Jonathan Tisch, as well 
as Jets owner Woody Johnson, headlined the bid committee that 
helped convince NFL owners to award Super Bowl XLVIII to the new 
stadium. Seattle and Denver played in the game on Feb. 2, 2014. 
The first Super Bowl to be held in a cold-weather outdoor venue was an overwhelming success, both in the week prior 
to the game and on game day.
 Mara, one of the NFL’s most prominent and respected owners, is the chairman of the league’s Management 
Council Executive Committee, and he played an important role in negotiating the 2011 and 2020 collective bargaining 
agreements with the NFLPA. He also serves on numerous other NFL committees, including for the last 19 years on the 
influential Competition Committee, which studies all aspects of the game and recommends rules and policy changes to 
NFL clubs. Mara also serves on the NFL’s Health and Safety, Compensation, Workplace Diversity and Legalized Sports 
Betting committees.
Mara has been affiliated with the Giants his entire life. The franchise was founded in 1925 by his grandfather, Tim 
Mara. Wellington Mara was one of the most influential, respected and beloved executives in NFL history. Since John 
Mara joined the organization in an official capacity, the Giants have reached the playoffs 10 times, won five NFC East 
titles and played in three Super Bowls, winning two.
            Born in New York City on Dec. 1, 1954, Mara grew up in Westchester County in White Plains and graduated 
from Iona Prep High School in New Rochelle. He attended Boston College where he received a B.S. degree in market-
ing, graduating with Cum Laude honors in 1976. Mara earned his law degree from Fordham University in 1979. He 
specialized in labor and employment law and litigation at two Manhattan firms prior to joining the Giants.
            Mara serves on the Board of Directors of Saint Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, NY and Boys Hope Girls Hope 
of New York.
            John and his wife, the former Denise Walter, have five children and 13 grandchildren.

PRESIDENT &
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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STEVE TISCH

 Steve Tisch is an Academy-award winning producer; partner at 
Escape Artists Productions; Chairman, Executive Vice President and 
Co-Owner of the New York Football Giants; and a committed philan-
thropist. He is the only person with both an Oscar and a Super Bowl 
ring, winning Best Picture for Forrest Gump in 1994 and receiving two 
Super Bowl rings as Chairman of the Giants for Super Bowls XLII and 
XLVI.
  For more than four decades, Steve has successfully produced 
compelling stories in film and television, from the critically acclaimed 
television movie The Burning Bed starring Farrah Fawcett to Risky 
Business, the sleeper hit that helped launch Tom Cruise’s career. Other 
film credits include Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels, American 
History X, Snatch, The Weather Man, The Pursuit of Happyness, Seven 
Pounds, The Taking of Pelham 123, The Back-Up Plan, Hope Springs, 
The Equalizer, Southpaw, The Equalizer 2 and The Upside. Escape Artists’ most recent film release is Troop Zero with 
Amazon Studios, starring Viola Davis, Alison Janney, McKenna Grace and Jim Gaffigan, and is currently streaming on 
Amazon Prime.  On the television side, Escape Artists’ first straight to series show, Perpetual Grace, LTD., starring Ben 
Kingsley, was released via EPIX, and is currently available to stream. Also on the TV roster is Servant, in collaboration 
with M. Night Shyamalan, which was one of Apple TV+’s wide-releases on the streaming service with a second season 
order.  Tisch also served as an Executive Producer alongside Steven Spielberg and Alex Gibney on Why We Hate, a six-part 
docu-series which aired last year on The Discovery Channel, examining the origins and dangers of hate.
  Steve Tisch has been involved with the New York Giants since his father, Preston Robert Tisch, purchased 50 percent 
of the franchise in 1991. In 2005, Steve was named Executive Vice President, and with the passing of his father that year, 
he assumed the additional title of Chairman. He worked closely with John Mara, President and CEO of the Giants, on the 
planning and construction of MetLife Stadium, which was completed in the spring of 2010 and ranked as the number 
one grossing stadium in the world in 2012. Steve also helped win the successful bid to bring Super Bowl XLVIII to MetLife 
Stadium in February 2014. Tisch and Mara were named Best NFL Owners by Forbes in 2011.
  Tisch is also active in philanthropy, generously contributing his time and resources to a variety of organizations in the 
arts, health and education. Recognizing the value of storytelling and its ability to increase dialogue and understanding, 
Steve made a transformative gift to Tel Aviv University, elevating its Department of Film and Television into a full school, 
now named The Steve Tisch School of Film and Television. The school has won top prizes at film festivals around the world 
and is Israel’s leading institution of film and television studies. It has been ranked by The Hollywood Reporter among the 
top 15 international film schools for three years in a row. Tisch was awarded an honorary doctorate degree from Tel Aviv 
University in 2016.
 Tisch made a leadership gift to the David Geffen School of Medicine for the UCLA Steve Tisch BrainSPORT Program, 
the single largest donation from an individual to a medical center for a concussion-related initiative. The gift created the 
first U.S. fellowship to train pediatric neurologists who specialize in sports concussions, and established the world’s most 
sophisticated research, prevention, diagnosis and treatment program for concussions and brain injuries with a particular 
emphasis on young athletes.
 Steve Tisch is currently on the Board of Trustees of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, is a founding Trustee of 
The Geffen Theatre in Los Angeles, is on the Board of Advisors of the Tisch School of the Arts at New York University and 
The Preston Robert Tisch Brain Tumor Center at Duke University, and previously served on the board of the Sundance 
Institute.
 Tisch resides in both Los Angeles and New York City.

CHAIRMAN &
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
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 Chris Mara joined the Giants as Vice President of Player 
Evaluation on July 29, 2003. He was promoted to Senior Vice 
President of Player Personnel in 2011.
 This is Mara’s second tour of duty with the franchise. He joined 
the Giants’ staff prior to the 1979 season and over the next 14 years 
Mara was a member of the club’s player personnel department. 
Mara was a scout during the franchise’s first two Super Bowl 
Championship seasons in 1986 and 1990.
 Following his first stint with the Giants, Mara spent eight 
years (1994-2001) operating ProRate, Inc., an independent football 
scouting service contracted by as many as 15 NFL franchises. The 
service provided an evaluation of the free agent market in the NFL.
 Mara spent 2001-02 as the President/General Manager of the New Jersey Gladiators of the Arena Football 
League. He oversaw a myriad of responsibilities including ticket sales, operations, and the arena lease. Mara’s pri-
mary focus was on player personnel and player contracts. He brought his extensive knowledge of professional football 
to the team and revived the struggling franchise in just one season.
 After a difficult first season, the Gladiators posted a 9-5 record in 2002 and a first-place finish in the Eastern 
Division of the National Conference. Posting the biggest turnaround in AFL history, the Gladiators finished the 2002 
regular season with seven more victories than the previous year and qualified for the playoffs for the first time in 
franchise history.
 Mara graduated from Iona Prep in New Rochelle, N.Y. where he was a standout defensive back for three seasons, 
winning All-Catholic High School Athletic Association recognition after his senior year.
 He began his collegiate career at Springfield College, where he was a defensive back on the freshman team 
and lettered on the varsity golf team. He then transferred to Boston College, where he earned a B.A. in the arts and 
sciences. During his scholastic and collegiate days, Mara spent many summers working at Giants training camps. 
During the regular season, he worked with broadcast teams from both CBS-TV and NBC-TV, as well as with visiting 
and home radio broadcast groups.
 Mara was born in New York City. He is married to the former Kathleen Rooney and the couple has four children 
- Daniel, Kate, Rooney and Conor - and five grandchildren, Judith Kailee, Wellington Rooney, Ann MacKenna, Blaise 
Rooney (Daniel’s children) and a granddaughter (Kate’s daughter).

CHRIS MARA
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,
PLAYER PERSONNEL
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 Jonathan Tisch is Chairman and CEO of Loews Hotels & Co 
and Co-Chairman of the Board and a member of the Office of the 
President of Loews Corporation.
 Tisch has led Loews’ expansion and emergence as a prominent 
and respected hotel company with a widely praised culture that 
embraces the power of partnerships – with team members, guests, 
communities and owners. He was voted “Hotelier of the World” by 
HOTELS magazine.
 Recognized as a statesman for the multi-billion- dollar travel 
and tourism industry, Tisch is a leader both nationally and locally. 
He is Chairman Emeritus of the United States Travel Association, 
previously founded and served as Chairman of the Travel Business 
Roundtable and served as Chairman of the American Hotel and 
Lodging Association. For nearly six years Jon was Chairman of NYC 
& Company, the city’s official tourism agency, and was Chairman 
of New York Rising, established to bring back visitors and revive the economy after 9/11. Crain’s New York Business 
named him one of the “Top Ten Most Influential Business Leaders” and inducted him to their Hall of Fame, which rec-
ognizes individuals who have transformed the City in both their professional work and in their civic and philanthropic 
activities.
 Tisch is a champion of corporate responsibility and civic engagement. More than 25 years ago, he initiated 
the Loews Hotels Good Neighbor Policy, a recipient of the US President’s Service Award. He is currently Vice Chair 
Emeritus of the Board of Trustees of his alma mater, Tufts University, where he is also the naming benefactor of the 
Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic Life. He is a founding board member and Vice Chair of The Shed, New York City’s 
new cultural center that commissions original works of art, across all disciplines, for all audiences. In 2017, he was 
honored by the NYU School of Professional Studies with the naming of the Jonathan M. Tisch Center of Hospitality, of 
which he has been a driving force for years.
 Tisch is the author of three best-selling books: The Power of We: Succeeding through Partnerships; Chocolates 
on the Pillow Aren’t Enough: Reinventing the Customer Experience; and Citizen You: Doing Your Part to Change the 
World. He was the host of the Emmy nominated television series Beyond the Boardroom.
 Jon was instrumental in bringing the 2014 Super Bowl to the metropolitan area, serving as Co-Chair of the bid 
committee and then as Co-Chair of the NY/NJ Super Bowl Host Committee.

TREASURER
JONATHAN TISCH
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 Dave Gettleman, a veteran with more than 30 years of experience as an 
NFL scout and executive, was introduced as the Giants’ general manager on 
Dec. 29, 2017. He is just the fourth person to hold that position since 1979, 
following George Young, Ernie Accorsi and Jerry Reese.
 In his first two seasons as G.M., Gettleman overhauled the roster with an 
eye toward consistent success in the future.
 His first draft class included running back Saquon Barkley, the No. 2 
overall selection who set numerous records in his debut season and was 
selected the NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year. Barkley is the first player in 
Giants history to rush for at least 1,000 yards in each of his first two seasons. 
Also selected in the 2018 draft were left guard Will Hernandez (the only 
Giants player not to miss a snap in each of the last two years), linebacker Lorenzo Carter (whose 4.5 sacks tied for second on 
the team in 2019) and defensive tackle B.J. Hill (who set a franchise rookie record with 5.5 sacks).
 Thanks to a pair of trades in 2019, the Giants had three first-round selections for the first time ever. That draft delivered to 
the Giants several outstanding players. The 10-man class was highlighted by quarterback Daniel Jones, selected sixth overall. 
Jones started 12 games and set franchise rookie records with 459 passes, 284 completions, 3,027 yards and 24 touchdown 
passes. The former records had all stood since Charlie Conerly set them in 1948. Jones’ 24 touchdown passes led all rookie 
quarterbacks in 2019 and were the fourth-most by a rookie in a single season in NFL history.
 Several other 2019 draft choices contributed in their inaugural season. Defensive tackle Dexter Lawrence, also chosen in 
the first round, started every game and was a stout defender against both the run and pass. Fifth-round choice Darius Slayton 
had one of the finest seasons by a rookie wide receiver in Giants history, leading the team with 740 receiving yards and eight 
touchdowns and finishing fourth with 48 catches. His receptions total was tied for the fifth highest by a rookie in team history. 
Third-round selection Oshane Ximines had 4.5 sacks. Another linebacker, Ryan Connelly, was limited to four games because 
of a knee injury, but he had two interceptions and one sack and was the first Giants linebacker with one of each in the same 
game since Kawika Mitchell in 2007. Julian Love started the final five games at strong safety, and fellow defensive back Corey 
Ballentine made plays on both defense and special teams.
 The Giants also had 10 selections in the 2020 draft. Andrew Thomas was selected fourth overall, and Xavier McKinney 
was taken in the second round, the first tackle and safety, respectively, to be chosen.
  Gettleman has also acquired several veterans who have been important contributors. Nate Solder has started all 32 
games at left tackle since his arrival and was the Giants’ 2019 NFL Walter Payton Man of the Year nominee. Last season, 
guard Kevin Zeitler anchored the right side of the line. Safety Jabrill Peppers became an immediate starter at safety and 
finished fourth on the team with 76 tackles, despite missing the final five games with a back injury. Leonard Williams, 
acquired in a midseason trade, was the sixth overall selection in the 2015 draft and is a disruptive force on the defensive front. 
Linebacker David Mayo joined the Giants six days before the first game and is the team’s top returning tackler after recording 
80 stops last season. Golden Tate played in 11 games and finished second among wide receivers and third on the team with 
49 catches and second on the team in both receiving yards (676) and touchdown receptions (six). Riley Dixon, who arrived in 
a 2018 trade, has a franchise-record 42.0-yard net average on 140 punts in two seasons.
 Gettleman was the Carolina Panthers’ general manager from 2013-17. In his four full seasons with the Panthers, they 
won three consecutive NFC South Division titles, an NFC Championship and played in Super Bowl 50. Gettleman received The 
Sporting News’ 2015 NFL Executive of the Year Award after the Panthers compiled a league-best 17-2 record.
 Carolina’s three straight division titles from 2013-15 marked the first time the Panthers earned three consecutive postsea-
son berths in franchise history. Carolina joined Denver and New England as the only franchises with at least three consecutive 
division titles from 2013-16.
 The Panthers’ 34 regular-season victories over that time represent the team’s best-ever three-year stretch.
 Prior to his arrival, the Panthers had four consecutive non-winning seasons and had not qualified for the playoffs since 
2008.
  Gettleman previously spent 15 seasons with the Giants (1998-2012) – one as the assistant director of pro personnel, 13 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT &
GENERAL MANAGER

(continued)

DAVE GETTLEMAN
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as director, and the final season as the team’s senior pro personnel analyst. Prior to coming to the Giants, Gettleman was a 
scout for the Buffalo Bills and Denver Broncos.
 Gettleman was instrumental in the acquisitions of numerous players who helped the Giants advance to Super Bowls XXXV, 
XLII and XLVI. In 2000, he was a driving force in the free agent signings of Lomas Brown, Glenn Parker and Dusty Zeigler, 
which vastly improved the offensive line. The Giants also acquired eight-year veteran linebacker Mike Barrow, who started all 
but one game at middle linebacker and finished second on the team in tackles.
 The 2007 world champions received huge contributions from acquisitions who were highly-touted by Gettleman. They 
included leading receiver Plaxico Burress, who caught the Super Bowl-winning touchdown pass; defensive captain and 
leading tackler Antonio Pierce; center Shaun O’Hara; tackle Kareem McKenzie; defensive tackle Fred Robbins; linebacker 
Kawika Mitchell; cornerbacks Sam Madison and R.W. McQuarters; running back Reuben Droughns; and Lawrence Tynes, the 
only kicker in NFL history with two game-winning overtime field goals in the postseason.
 Four years later, the Giants won another championship with Gettleman-inspired acquisitions playing a key role. They 
included safety Antrel Rolle and linebacker Michael Boley, the team’s top two tacklers with 96 and 91, respectively; defensive 
tackles Chris Canty and Rocky Bernard; and punter Steve Weatherford.
 Gettleman has been part of seven Super Bowl teams, including three winners, with four franchises. He was with Buffalo 
in 1990 and 1991; Denver in 1997; the Giants in 2000, 2007 and 2011; and Carolina in 2015. The Broncos and the 2007 
and 2011 Giants won the championship. Gettleman has been associated with 16 playoff teams in his NFL career.
 When Gettleman arrived in Charlotte in January 2013, the Panthers had won a total of 15 games in the previous three 
seasons and were in a challenging salary cap situation. Gettleman was able to keep the core of the roster together, add 

important pieces, and help launch their three-year division title streak. And 
though he did not have the benefit of a full college scouting season or a 
full complement of draft choices -- Carolina had just five -- he engineered 
a draft that produced defensive tackles Star Lotulelei and Kawann Short, 
who had 11 sacks and was a Pro Bowler in 2015. Lotulelei became one of 
the NFL’s best run stoppers. In addition, fifth-round pick A.J. Klein provided 
reliable depth as both a starter and reserve at linebacker behind Luke 
Kuechly.
 Subsequent Carolina drafts under Gettleman’s direction delivered 
outstanding players such as Pro Bowl guard Trai Turner, second team All-
Pro tackle Daryl Williams, receiver Kelvin Benjamin and linebacker Shaq 
Thompson. Gettleman also demonstrated an aptitude for finding under-
the-radar prospects who became productive players, such as guard Andrew 
Norwell, as well as undervalued free agents like safety Kurt Coleman, wide 
receiver Ted Ginn and running back Fozzy Whittaker.
 Gettleman entered the NFL in 1986 as a scouting department intern 
for the Buffalo Bills. He became a full-time scout for Buffalo after the 1987 
draft. Following a year as an area scout, Gettleman was assigned as the 
Bills’ representative to the BLESTO scouting combine and continued in that 

capacity through the 1992 draft as the Northeast area scout. From June 1992 through December 1993, Gettleman worked as 
a regional scout for BLESTO, concentrating in the East and Midwest regions. In January 1994, Gettleman joined the scouting 
department of the Broncos, for whom he spent more than four years in the East and Southeast regions.
 Gettleman joined the Giants in the spring of 1998 as director of pro personnel Tim Rooney’s assistant. He was promoted 
to pro personnel director in the spring of 1999 upon Rooney’s retirement.
 After the Giants won Super Bowl XLVI in February 2012, Gettleman became the team’s senior pro personnel analyst.
 Gettleman began his football career as a teacher/coach at Spackenkill High School in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. As the head 
coach from 1973-78 and 1980-81, Gettleman led his teams to two league titles and one Section 1 Bowl berth. He spent a 
season as a volunteer assistant at Cal State Long Beach in 1979. Gettleman joined the faculty of Kingston High School in 1982 
and became the head coach in 1984, leading his team to a Section 1 Bowl berth.
 Born in Boston, Gettleman earned a bachelor’s degree from Springfield College in 1972. He played offensive tackle 
on the freshman football team. Gettleman has two master’s degrees: one in physical education from Southern Connecticut 
State in 1978 and another in sports administration from St. Thomas University in 1986. He and his wife, Joanne, have three 
children, Aaron (wife Melissa), Sam (wife Rachael) and Ana Jane.
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By Michael Eisen

Six players who spent all or a significant portion of their careers 
with the Giants are among the 130 modern-era nominees for the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s Class of 2021, which was announced today.

The list includes defensive end Justin Tuck, who was cited in his 
first year of eligibility, plus running back Tiki Barber, guard Chris 
Snee, tight end Jeremy Shockey and punters Sean Landeta and Jeff 
Feagles.

Also nominated were three players who suited up for the Giants 
late in long careers: running back Herschel Walker (1995), tackle 
Lomas Brown (2000-01) and running back/return specialist Brian 
Mitchell (2003).

Among the marquee players eligible for the first time are quar-
terback Peyton Manning, wide receiver Calvin Johnson and defensive 
back Charles Woodson.

The list of modern-era nominees will be reduced to 25 semifinal-
ists in November and to 15 finalists in January. Eighteen Finalists will be presented to the full 48-member Pro Football 
Hall of Fame Selection Committee during its annual meeting on “Selection Saturday,” the day before Super Bowl LV. The 
Finalists will consist of 15 players from the list of 130 announced today, plus the recently named Senior Finalist, wide 
receiver Drew Pearson; Contributor Finalist, scout Bill Nunn; and Coach Finalist, Tom Flores.

A look at the Giants’ Pro Football Hall of Fame nominees:
JUSTIN TUCK, DE, played for the Giants from 2005-13
A third-round draft choice in 2005 from Notre Dame, Tuck played in 127 regular-season games with 90 starts in 

nine Giants seasons. He was a two-time Super Bowl winner, two-time Pro Bowler, and four-time team captain. Tuck was 
credited with more than 500 tackles. His 60.5 sacks are the sixth-highest total in franchise history.

Tuck also played in 10 postseason games. He had 5.5 sacks, tied with former teammate Osi Umenyiora for fourth 
place on the franchise’s postseason list. Tuck twice sacked Tom Brady in both Super Bowl XLII and Super Bowl XLVI, when 

a dominant defensive line was one of the vital components in the Giants’ 
victories against New England.

In a video tribute to Tuck when he announced his retirement in 2016, 
Eli Manning said, “One of my best memories of Justin is from Super Bowl 
XLII, when he was constantly in the backfield, harassing Tom Brady.” 
Manning was the MVP in each of those title game victories.

Tuck left the Giants following the 2013 season and spent two years with 
the Oakland Raiders for whom he had six more sacks. He was inducted 
into the Giants’ Ring of Honor in 2016.

TIKI BARBER, RB, played for the Giants from 1997-2006
A second-round draft choice from Virginia in 1997, Barber played his 

entire career for the Giants and held 13 Giants records when he retired 
following the 2006 season. His 10,449 rushing yards are a franchise record 
and 3,552 more than No. 2 Rodney Hampton on the career list. Barber’s 
4.71 career per-carry average is also a record.

JUSTIN TUCK 
AMONG 1ST-YEAR NOMINEES 
FOR HALL OF FAME; 6 GIANTS 
ON BALLOT

(continued)
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A three-time Pro Bowler, Barber owns the three-highest single-season rushing 
totals in Giants history with 1,860 in 2005, 1,662 in 2006 and 1,518 in 2004. He holds 
the franchise’s top two single-game rushing totals with 234 at Washington on Dec. 30, 
2006 in his final regular-season game and 220 against Kansas City on Dec.17, 2005.

Barber’s 38 career 100-yard games were twice as many as franchise runner-up 
Joe Morris and his nine 100-yard outings in 2004 are the single-season mark.

Barber holds both the Giants’ single-season (357 in 2005) and career (2,217) 
rushing attempt records.

On Dec. 31, 2005, Barber scored on a 95-yard run at Oakland to break Hap 
Moran’s 75-year-old record for the longest run in Giants history (91 yards on Nov. 23, 
1930). He was inducted into the Giants’ Ring of Honor in the inaugural class in 2010.

CHRIS SNEE, G, played for the Giants from 2004-2013
A 2004 second-round draft choice from Boston College, Snee also played exclu-

sively for the Giants. He was the team’s starting right guard from the first game of 
his rookie season until a hip injury ended his final season. He started all 141 regu-
lar-season games and 11 postseason games in which he played and started all 16 regular-season games seven times in 
his 10 seasons. From 2005-11, Snee started 101 consecutive regular-season games (plus seven postseason games) before 
missing a game with a concussion.

Snee was a two-time Super Bowl champion (Super Bowls XLII and XLVI) and was a game captain for the latter victory. 
He was selected to the Pro Bowl in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2012.

In 2010, Snee was voted first-team All-Pro by The Sporting News and the Pro Football Writers Association and 
second-team All-Pro by the Associated Press.

Snee was the last playing member of the terrific and popular offensive line that included Shaun O’Hara, Rich Seubert, 
David Diehl and Kareem McKenzie from 2006-2010. At one time, the group started 38 consecutive regular-season games, 
then the league’s longest streak.

In Snee’s 10 seasons, the Giants had a 1,000-yard rusher five times – including Barber’s team-record 1,860 yards 
in 2005. Manning passed for more than 3,000 yards in each of Snee’s final nine seasons and for more than 4,000 yards 
each season from 2009-2011. He was inducted into the Giants’ Ring of Honor in 2015.

JEREMY SHOCKEY, TE, played for the Giants from 2002-07
Shockey joined the Giants as a first-round draft choice in 2002. He played in 83 regular season games with 82 starts 

and started all three postseason games in which he played for the team. His 371 career receptions are the fifth-highest 
total in Giants history and first among tight ends.

Shockey had 4,228 receiving yards (15th in team history) 
and 27 touchdowns, putting him in a tie with Earnest Gray, 
Chris Calloway and Ike Hilliard for 12th place on the franchise’s 
career list.

In postseason play, he had 13 catches for 143 yards and 
one score.

Shockey was selected to the Pro Bowl four times in his six 
seasons with the Giants.

In 2007, he started each of the first 14 games before suffer-
ing a fractured left fibula vs. Washington on Dec. 16. The injury 
required surgery and sidelined him for the remainder of the 
season and the entire postseason. Kevin Boss stepped into the 
starting lineup for the Giants’ run to the NFL championship. 
Despite the injury, Shockey finished third on the team with 57 
catches for 619 yards.

Shockey was traded to the New Orleans Saints on July 21, 
(continued)
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2008. He played three seasons for the Saints and caught the game-winning 
touchdown pass in their victory against Indianapolis in Super Bowl XLIV. 
Shockey played his final season in 2011 for the Carolina Panthers.

His career totals included 547 receptions for 6,143 yards and 37 touch-
downs in the regular season and 22 catches for 225 yards and three scores in 
the postseason.

SEAN LANDETA, P, played for the Giants     
     from 1985-93

Landeta began his 21-season NFL career with 
the Giants in 1985 and stayed until his release 
midway through the 1993 season. He punted on the 
Giants’ Super Bowl-championship teams in 1986 and 
1990. Landeta was selected to the NFC Pro Bowl team in 
each of those seasons.

In 1986, Landeta led the NFL in both gross (44.8) and net punting 
average (37.1). When the Giants won the Super Bowl four years later, he led 
the NFC with a 44.1-yard average.

Landeta was a seven-time All-Pro selection and was named to the NFL’s 1980s and 1990s All-Decade teams.
His 1,401 punts place him third in NFL history, and he is second in Giants annals with 526 punts. Landeta’s 43.8-yard 

average with the Giants places him fourth in team history.
After leaving the Giants, Landeta played for the Los Angeles and St. Louis Rams (twice), Tampa Bay, Green Bay and 

Philadelphia (twice).

JEFF FEAGLES, P, played for the Giants from 2003-09
Unlike Landeta, who began his NFL career with the Giants, Feagles spent the final seven seasons of his 22-year career 

with the team after previously playing for New England (two seasons), Philadelphia (four), Arizona (four) and Seattle 
(five). He was the punter for the 2007 Super Bowl champion Giants.

Feagles is one of just four players in history to play at least one game in 22 years, joining George Blanda (26), Morten 
Andersen (25) and Gary Anderson (23). His 352 regular-season games played are the fourth-highest total in NFL history. 
Feagles also played in 11 postseason games. In those 22 years, he never missed a game, which Tom Coughlin, his coach 
for the final six seasons of his career, called, “an incredible, incredible accomplishment.”

He owns the league records for punts (1,713, or 269 more than No. 2 
Shane Lechler) and punt yardage (17,211). His 554 punts inside the 20 are 
also NFL record.

In seven years with the Giants, Feagles totaled 513 punts (the fourth-high-
est total in team history), 21,161 yards and a franchise-record 178 punts 
inside the 20.

Feagles was selected to the Pro Bowl with the Cardinals in 1995 and with 
the Giants in 2008, when he was joined by specialist teammates kicker John 

Carney and snapper Zak DeOssie. Feagles, 42, and Carney, 44, 
were then the oldest teammates in the NFL and were the two oldest 
players ever selected to the Pro Bowl.

In addition to his numbers and honors, Feagles was one of the 
greatest holders in history. He is widely regarded as the greatest 
directional punter who ever played. Early in his career, he began 

to develop and refine a strategy to kick the ball away from the league’s 
ever-growing legion of dangerous punt returners. Feagles became a master 
at punting the ball toward the sideline or out of bounds, and especially of 
dropping it in the opposing team’s territory.



23

NAME POSITION YEARS WITH GIANTS YEAR
INDUCTED

Jim Thorpe Halfback 1925 1963
Pete Henry Offensive/Defensive Tackle 1927 1963

Cal Hubbard Offensive/Defensive Tackle 1927-1928, 1936 1963
Joe Guyon Halfback 1927 1966

Arnie Herber Quarterback 1944-1945 1966
Hugh McElhenny Halfback 1963 1970
Vince Lombardi Offensive Assistant Coach 1954-1958 1971

Ray Flaherty Offensive/Defensive End 1928-1929, 1931-1935 1976
Larry Csonka Fullback 1976-1978 1987
Don Maynard Wide Receiver 1958 1987
Tom Landry Defensive Back, Defensive Assistant Coach 1950-1959 1990

Morten Andersen Place Kicker 2001 2017
Kurt Warner Quarterback 2004 2017

NEW YORK GIANTS
IN THE PRO FOOTBALL

HALL OF FAME

OTHER HALL OF FAMERS WITH GIANTS EXPERIENCE

NAME POSITION YEARS WITH GIANTS YEAR
INDUCTED

Tim Mara Founder, Administrator 1925-1959 1963
Mel Hein Center, Linebacker 1931-1945 1963

Steve Owen Head Coach, Tackle 1926-1953 1966
Ken Strong Fullback, Halfback, Kicker, Punter 1933-1935, 1939, 1944-1947 1967

Emlen Tunnell Safety, Returner 1948-1958 1967
Andy Robustelli Defensive End 1956-1964 1971

Y.A. Tittle Quarterback 1961-1964 1971
Roosevelt Brown Offensive Tackle 1953-1965 1975

Frank Gifford Halfback, Flanker 1952-1960, 1962-1964 1977
Tuffy Leemans Halfback, Fullback 1936-1943 1978
Red Badgro Offensive/Defensive End 1930-1935 1981
Sam Huff Linebacker 1956-1963 1982

Arnie Weinmeister Defensive Tackle 1950-1953 1984
Fran Tarkenton Quarterback 1967-1971 1986

Wellington Mara Co-Owner, Administrator 1937-2005 1997
Lawrence Taylor Linebacker 1981-1993 1999
Benny Friedman Quarterback 1929-1931 2005

Harry Carson Linebacker 1976-1988 2006
Bill Parcells Head Coach, Def. Coordinator 1981-1990 2013

Michael Strahan Defensive End 1993-2007 2014
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JOE JUDGE
HEAD COACH

 Joe Judge was named the 19th head coach in Giants history on Jan. 
8, 2020.
 Judge, 38, brings to his first head coaching job 15 years of 
experience, including the last eight with the New England Patriots. In 
2019, Judge was both the Patriots’ special teams coordinator and wide 
receivers coach, the only NFL coach to hold those positions concurrently.
 He joined the Patriots in 2012 as the team’s assistant special teams 
coach, a position he held for three years. Judge was elevated to special 
teams coordinator in 2015 following Scott O’Brien’s retirement and 
was given the additional responsibility of coaching the wide receivers in 
2019 after Chad O’Shea left the Patriots to become the Miami Dolphins’ 
offensive coordinator.
 In his 15 seasons as an NFL and collegiate coach, Judge has been a part of five championship teams. He was on 
the Patriots’ staff when they won Super Bowls XLIX, LI and LIII. New England reached the playoffs in every one of 
Judge’s eight seasons, played in the AFC Championship Game in each of his first seven seasons and advanced to four 
Super Bowls. In addition, he coached at the University of Alabama when the Crimson Tide won BCS titles in 2009 and 
2011.
 Judge spent the previous 11 seasons working under two of the most successful coaches in football history in Nick 
Saban and Bill Belichick.
 Although the Patriots’ wide receivers and special teams both underwent significant turnover because of injuries, 
each unit made numerous positive contributions to the 2019 Patriots, who finished 12-4 and won the AFC East title.
 Julian Edelman, the Super Bowl LIII MVP, caught 100 passes for a career-high 1,117 yards and had a team-high 
six touchdown receptions.
 Under Judge’s leadership in 2019, the Patriots finished in the Top 10 in the NFL in three significant special teams 
categories - punt return (8.0-yard average), punt coverage (6.3) and kickoff coverage (20.9) and finished third in Rick 
Gosselin’s highly-regarded NFL special teams rankings. New England was 17th in kickoff returns with an average of 
22.1 yards on 26 runbacks.
 Judge coached a group of elite special teamers that included Matthew Slater, Brandon Bolden, Justin Bethel and 
Nate Ebner (who joined the Giants in March). In 2019, the Patriots blocked a team-record four punts, the first team 
to accomplish that feat since the Philadelphia Eagles in 2014. Slater, Ebner, Bolden and J.C. Jackson all blocked kicks, 
Bethel recovered two fumbles and Slater one. Slater, who was selected to his eighth Pro Bowl as a special teamer, 
also scored a touchdown on a blocked punt, as did rookie Chase Winovich.
 Under Judge’s tutelage, kicker Stephen Gostkowski led the NFL in scoring four times and was elected to the Pro 
Bowl in 2013, 2014 and 2015. With 156 points in 2017, Gostkowski became the first player in NFL history with five 
150-point seasons. He is one of three players to lead the league in scoring in at least five seasons. While playing 
under Judge, Gostkowski was named AFC Special Teams Player of the Week five times and AFC Special Teams Player 
of the Month three times.
 From 2012-18, Edelman was one of the most productive punt returners in the NFL. He is second in Patriots 
history with a career punt return average of 11.7 yards, which also ties him for eighth all-time in the NFL.
 In 2015, Edelman played in only nine games and returned 10 punts. But Judge plugged in another wideout, 
Danny Amendola, who led the NFL with a 12.0-yard average on 23 runbacks. In addition, Keshawn Martin had the 
longest kickoff return in the AFC with a 75-yard return vs. Tennessee.

(continued)



26

 Judge has also overseen standout kickoff return performances. In 2016, Dion Lewis scored on the longest kickoff 
return touchdown in team postseason history with a 98-yard return vs. Houston in an AFC Divisional Playoff Game. 
That season, Judge’s kickoff team led the AFC and was third in the league in kickoff drive start position and the punt 
team finished second in the NFL in opponents’ return average.
 The 2018 Patriots ranked second in the NFL with a 27.0-yard kickoff return average. The unit was led by 
Cordarrelle Patterson, who was third in the league with an average of 28.8 yards a return, including a 95-yard 
touchdown at Chicago.
 From 2012-16, New England blocked seven field goals, the NFL’s second-highest total. The Patriots blocked two 
field goal attempts and one punt in 2017 and two punts in 2018.
 In 2017, the kickoff and kickoff receiving teams each finished third in the NFL in average drive start position, and 
Lewis led the AFC and finished fourth in the NFL with a 24.8-yard return average. Punter Ryan Allen also enjoyed a 
successful season under Judge, limiting opponents to just 23 punt returns for a 4.6-yard average, the lowest in team 
history. Slater was chosen for his seventh consecutive Pro Bowl, matching Steve Tasker for most special teams Pro 
Bowl honors in NFL history.
 In February 2019, Judge’s special teams were prominent in the Patriots’ Super Bowl LIII victory against the Los 
Angeles Rams. New England’s punt team pinned the Rams’ offense deep in their own territory throughout the game, 
forcing the Rams to start three of their drives inside their own 10-yard line. Special teams were also critical in a Week 
7 victory at Chicago, scoring touchdowns on a kickoff return and a blocked punt.
 Judge began his coaching career at his alma mater, Mississippi State, where he was a graduate assistant from 
2005-07. He served as the special teams/linebackers coach at Birmingham-Southern in 2008. The following year, he 
began a three-year stint as a football analyst/special teams assistant under Saban at Alabama.
 The Crimson Tide special teams were consistently outstanding during Judge’s tenure. They boasted a first-team 
All-America kicker and Groza Award finalist (Leigh Tiffin, 2009), a first-team All-America return specialist (Javier 
Arenas, 2009), an SEC all-freshman punter (Cody Mandell, 2010) and a returner who finished his career ranked 
second all-time in NCAA return yards (Arenas).
 Judge was born in Philadelphia. He graduated from Lansdale Catholic High School in Lansdale, Pa., where he 
played quarterback and threw for more than 2,000 yards.  Judge played at Mississippi State from 2000-04, earning 
three letters. He was also named to the SEC Academic Honor Roll and made the Dean’s List.
 Judge’s father, Joseph, played football at Temple University and later with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the CFL.
 Judge and his wife, Amber, a former Mississippi State soccer player, have four children – Sean (14), Michael (11), 
Emma Riley (9) and Ella Grace (6).
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INSIDE THE NUMBERS: 
HISTORY OF SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

(continued on p. 33)

By Michael Eisen 

On Sept. 24, 1978, the New England 
Patriots defeated the Raiders in Oakland-
Alameda County Coliseum, 21-14, in a game 
that began at 9 p.m. eastern time. It was the 
NFL’s first Sunday night game since the 1970 
merger and though no one knew it then, it 
was the first seed in what has grown into the 
colossus of Sunday Night Football.

Motivated by the success of Monday Night 
Football – then in its ninth season – the NFL 
began scheduling prime time games on other 
nights. That year, three were played on Sunday 
and another on Thursday – another seed that 
has provided the league much fruit. The Giants 
joined the Sunday night party on Oct. 6, 1985, 
when they dropped a 30-29 decision to the 
Dallas Cowboys in Giants Stadium.

Beginning in 1987, Sunday night games 
became a weekly staple of the league schedule. 
ESPN televised the games through the 2005 
season. In 2006, ESPN began broadcasting Monday Night Football and the Sunday night games moved to NBC, 
where they became the league’s premier weekly showcase and currently enjoy an unprecedented run as televi-
sion’s top-rated primetime show for nine consecutive years.

The first NBC Sunday night regular season telecast was a blockbuster: on Sept. 10, 2006, the Giants hosted 
the Indianapolis Colts in the first game in NFL history in which the starting quarterbacks were brothers, Eli and 
Peyton Manning. The Giants lost, 26-21.

Through the years, the Giants – with many successful teams, marquee players and a home in the nation’s 
largest media market – regularly played on Sunday nights. But those appearances diminished recently as the 
team struggled. The Giants did not play on a Sunday night in 2019 and were not scheduled to play in the league’s 
showcase night game this season until the NFL flexed their game this week against Cleveland from 1 p.m. to prime 
time. San Francisco’s game at Dallas was moved from 8:20 to the early afternoon.

This is the 15th season the Sunday night game has been considered the league’s premier weekly event. 
Dallas, Green Bay, New England, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh are the only teams to appear each season. When 
they play Sunday, the Giants will tie the Chicago Bears for second with an appearance in 14 of those seasons. 
Cleveland will increase its number of seasons appearing on Sunday night since 2006 to … three.

The Cowboys have played in an NFL-high 50 Sunday night games since then, followed by New England, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh with 36 each. Directly behind them are the Giants with 35.

The Giants last played in a Sunday prime time game on Sept. 16, 2018, a 20-13 loss in Dallas. Their most 
recent Sunday night victory was a 23-10 triumph in Denver on Oct. 15, 2017. And they last hosted a Sunday night 
game on Dec. 11, 2016, a 10-7 victory against Dallas. While some teams must regularly stay up late, others 
seldom play under the lights. Jacksonville has appeared just once on Sunday Night Football, losing in 2008 to the 
Steelers. Miami has played only twice, while Buffalo, Tampa Bay, Tennessee and – in five days - Cleveland have 
three appearances. So, in flexing Dallas out of a Sunday night game for the first time, the league replaced the 
Cowboys with a team that will have 47 fewer appearances in the league’s most-watched game.

Sunday night records can be measured two ways, and in neither one has the Giants fared particularly well.
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THE FIRST-EVER SUNDAY NIGHT GAME FOR THE GIANTS WAS IN 1985
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starts with 
a detailed 
game plan.
_

Reaching your 
ultimate goal

As the Offi cial Wealth Management Partner of the Giants, PNC believes that 
reaching your goals begins with defi ning them. We are committed to helping you 
create a detailed game plan that helps you take the steps you need to reach your 
unique fi nancial goals. We’ll ask the hard questions and fi nd answers that help 
you achieve success on your terms. 

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing name 
PNC Wealth Management® to provide investment and wealth management, 
fi duciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services, and lending 
of funds through its subsidiary, PNC Bank, National Association, which is a 
Member FDIC. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction in which 
it is not authorized to conduct business.
Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.
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NEW YORK GIANTS
COACHING STAFF - COORDINATORS

PATRICK GRAHAM ASSISTANT HEAD COACH/DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR

JASON GARRETT OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR

THOMAS MCGAUGHEY SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR

 Jason Garrett is in his first season as the Giants’ offensive coordinator. It 
his second stint with the team; Garrett was the Giants’ backup quarterback from 
2000-03.
 Garrett spent the previous 9½ years as the head coach of the Dallas 
Cowboys. His teams were 85-67 in the regular season and won three NFC East 
titles (2014, 2016 and 2018). He was selected the NFL Coach of the Year in 
2016.
 Garrett was Dallas’ offensive coordinator from 2007 until his appointment 
as interim head coach midway through the 2010 season. He was named the 
eighth head coach in Cowboys history on Jan. 5, 2011.
 Including his stints as a player (1992-99) and coach (2007-19), Garrett 
spent 20 years in the Dallas organization. As a Cowboys player, he was a mem-
ber of teams that won six division titles and three Super Bowl championships. 
He also played for the 2000 Giants, who advanced to Super Bowl XXXV.

 Patrick Graham is in his first season as the Giants’ defensive coordinator/
assistant head coach. Graham was the team’s defensive line coach in 2016-17.
 Graham has 11 years of NFL coaching experience with four teams. He has 
coached in the playoffs in eight of those seasons and has been part of teams that 
have won seven division titles, two conference championships and one Super Bowl 
(XLIX).
 Graham was the Miami Dolphins’ defensive coordinator in 2019. He led a 
unit that had a constantly-evolving cast of players because of roster transactions 
and injuries. The change was particularly pronounced in the secondary, where 
only one of the training camp starters – safety Eric Rowe – played in all 16 
games. The unit’s best player, former first-round draft choice Minkah Fitzpatrick, 
was traded to Pittsburgh on Sept. 17. Cornerback Xavien Howard played in five 
games before going on injured reserve with a knee injury. Safeties Reshad Jones, 
a two-time Pro Bowler, and Bobby McCain appeared in four and nine games, 
respectively, before they were placed on I.R. on the same day.

 Thomas McGaughey (pronounced muh-GAY-hee), is in his third season of 
his second stint with the Giants and his third as their special teams coordinator. 
He was previously a coordinator for three other NFL teams.
 In 2019, the Giants’ kickoff coverage team led the league and finished in 
the top two for the season straight season by allowing an average return of just 
18.1 yards. The punt coverage team was tied for fifth as opponents averaged 
only 5.7 yards a return. Conversely, the Giants were fourth and 10th, respec-
tively, in the NFL in punt (9.8 yards) and kickoff (23.5 yards) return average.
 Punter Riley Dixon was ninth in the league with a 42.3-yard net average, 
a franchise record since the statistic was first kept in 1976. He set the previous 
mark of 41.8 yards in 2018.
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NEW YORK GIANTS
COACHING STAFF - ASSISTANT COACHES

BRET BIELEMA
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS/

SENIOR ASSISTANT

ANTHONY BLEVINS
ASSISTANT

DEFENSIVE BACKS

BOBBY BLICK
OFFENSIVE QUALITY 

CONTROL

STEPHEN BROWN
OFFENSIVE ASSISTANT

BURTON BURNS
RUNNING BACKS
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SENIOR

OFFENSIVE ASSISTANT

JEROME HENDERSON
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AMOS JONES
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FREDDIE KITCHENS
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The first is from 1978, which is when the Official NFL Record & Fact Book starts listing each team’s Sunday 
record. The other is from 2006, which is the starting point used by the Elias Sports Bureau, the league’s official 
statistician. But Elias counts any game that is part of the SNF “package” as a Sunday night game. The package 
includes season-opening games played on Thursday and Thanksgiving night.

The Giants’ SNF package games include the openers in the seasons following their victories in Super Bowls 
XLII and XLVI – Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008 and Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2012 – as well as their Thursday night games in 
2016 in Philadelphia and Washington in 2017, the latter on Thanksgiving. It does not include their Thanksgiving 
night game in Denver in 2009, which Elias said was not part of the package.

Since 2006, the Giants are 13-22 (.371) in Sunday night package games (12-19, .387 only on Sunday nights).
Dallas’ 27 victories are the most in those games during that time, followed by New England (22) and 

Pittsburgh (21). The Cowboys also have the most losses (23), with their NFC East rivals the Giants (22) and 
Philadelphia (18) directly behind them.

New Orleans’s .700 winning percentage (14-6) is the league’s highest, followed by Seattle’s .688 (16-7-1) 
and Buffalo’s .667 (2-1).

The Browns? They are seeking their first Sunday night victory after losing to Pittsburgh on Sept. 14, 2008 and 
the Rams on Sept. 22, 2019. Both of those games were in Cleveland, so the Browns will try to triumph for the first 
time in their initial Sunday night road game.

Many of the same teams appear on the lists that begin in 1978. Since then, the Giants are 22-30-1 overall on 
Sunday night, including 11-12 at home and 11-18-1 on the road.

Elias examined the games since 1978 that were played on Sunday and started at 7 p.m. EST or later and 
found these numbers:

Most games: Dallas (71), New England (54), Pittsburgh (54), Giants (53)
Most wins: Dallas (35), New England (32), Pittsburgh (29), Green Bay (29)
Most losses: Dallas (36), Giants (30), Chicago (26)
Highest Win Pct.: Miami (19-9, .679), Green Bay (29-16, .644), Seattle (26-16-1, .616)
Lowest Win Pct.: Cleveland (1-10, .091), Cincinnati (3-16, .158), Detroit/Tampa Bay (6-13, .316)

THE LAST TIME THE GIANTS WON ON SUNDAY NIGHT WAS A 10-7 VICTORY ON DECEMBER 11, 2016.
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“It is truly inspiring to see how many schools, scout troops and youth 
sports teams have done bake sales, car washes and other fundraisers,” 
said Eli Manning, “and I want to inspire more of these groups to join 
the team.”

Learn how Eli can match your community group’s donation at
TackleKidsCancer.org.

Take Eli’s
Challenge.
Let’s Tackle
Kids Cancer. 

Give Now.
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WEALTH IS ABOUT MORE THAN MONEY.

At PNC, we understand that wealth is about more than just your fi nances. Security,
health, family and your future are all important aspects of your wealth. You can rely on a
PNC Wealth Manager to take all this into consideration. With our personalized approach 
and fl exible solutions, we can provide you with the right guidance, even as your plans 
evolve. When we combine what we know with what we know about you, it’s easier for
you to protect what matters while pursuing your goals.

     Visit pnc.com/wealthsolutions

PRIVATE BANKING     |    WEALTH PLANNING    |    INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing name PNC Wealth Management® to provide investment 
consulting and wealth management, fi duciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services, and lending of funds 
to individual clients through PNC Bank, National Association (“PNC Bank”), which is a Member FDIC, and to provide 
specifi c fi duciary and agency services through PNC Delaware Trust Company or PNC Ohio Trust Company. PNC does not 
provide legal, tax, or accounting advice unless, with respect to tax advice, PNC Bank has entered into a written tax services 
agreement. PNC Bank is not registered as a municipal advisor under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act.

“PNC Bank” and “PNC Wealth Management” are registered marks of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

©2020 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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NEW YORK GIANTS
NUMERICAL ROSTER

NO. FIRST NAME LAST NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE

5 GRAHAM  GANO K 6-2 202 33 11 FLORIDA STATE
8 DANIEL  JONES QB 6-5 220 23 2 DUKE
9 RILEY  DIXON P 6-5 226 27 5 SYRACUSE
12 COLT  MCCOY QB 6-1 212 34 10 TEXAS
13 DANTE  PETTIS WR 6-1 195 25 3 WASHINGTON
15 GOLDEN  TATE III WR 5-11 191 32 11 NOTRE DAME
18 C.J.  BOARD WR 6-1 181 27 2 CHATTANOOGA
20 JULIAN  LOVE S 5-11 195 22 2 NOTRE DAME
21 JABRILL  PEPPERS S 5-11 215 25 4 MICHIGAN
22 WAYNE  GALLMAN JR.  RB 6-0 216 26 4 CLEMSON
23 LOGAN  RYAN DB 5-11 195 29 8 RUTGERS
27 ISAAC  YIADOM CB 6-1 190 24 3 BOSTON COLLEGE
29 XAVIER  MCKINNEY S 6-0 201 21 R ALABAMA
30 DARNAY  HOLMES CB 5-10 195 22 R UCLA
33 DION  LEWIS RB 5-8 195 30 8 PITTSBURGH
35 TJ  BRUNSON LB 6-1 230 22 R SOUTH CAROLINA
36 MONTRE  HARTAGE DB 6-0 190 22 2 NORTHWESTERN
39 ELI  PENNY FB 6-1 250 26 4 IDAHO
41 ALFRED  MORRIS RB 5-10 222 32 9 FLORIDA ATLANTIC
43 NATE  EBNER S 6-0 215 32 9 OHIO STATE
47 CAM  BROWN LB 6-5 233 22 R PENN STATE
48 TAE  CROWDER LB 6-1 235 23 R GEORGIA
49 CARTER  COUGHLIN LB 6-3 236 22 R MINNESOTA
52 DEVANTE  DOWNS LB 6-2 252 25 3 CALIFORNIA
54 BLAKE  MARTINEZ LB 6-2 237 26 5 STANFORD
55 DAVID  MAYO LB 6-2 240 27 6 TEXAS STATE
57 NIKO  LALOS LB 6-5 270 23 R DARTMOUTH
58 CASEY  KREITER LS 6-1 250 30 5 IOWA
60 KYLE  MURPHY G 6-4 302 22 R RHODE ISLAND
65 NICK  GATES C 6-6 318 24 3 NEBRASKA
66 SHANE  LEMIEUX G 6-4 310 22 R OREGON
70 KEVIN  ZEITLER G 6-4 330 30 9 WISCONSIN
71 WILL  HERNANDEZ G 6-3 332 25 3 UTEP
72 JACKSON  BARTON T 6-7 302 25 1 UTAH
74 MATT  PEART T 6-7 318 23 R CONNECTICUT
75 CAMERON  FLEMING T 6-5 320 28 7 STANFORD
77 SPENCER  PULLEY C 6-4 309 27 5 VANDERBILT
78 ANDREW  THOMAS T 6-5 315 21 R GEORGIA
81 AUSTIN  MACK WR 6-2 215 22 R OHIO STATE
82 KADEN  SMITH TE 6-5 249 22 2 STANFORD
85 LEVINE  TOILOLO TE 6-8 268 28 8 STANFORD
86 DARIUS  SLAYTON WR 6-1 194 23 2 AUBURN
87 STERLING  SHEPARD WR 5-10 196 27 5 OKLAHOMA
88 EVAN  ENGRAM TE 6-3 240 26 4 OLE MISS
90 RJ  MCINTOSH DL 6-5 293 24 3 MIAMI (FL)
91 JABAAL   SHEARD LB 6-3 268 31 10 PITTSBURGH
94 DALVIN  OMLINSON DL 6-3 319 26 4 ALABAMA
95 B.J.  HILL DL 6-3 310 25 3 N.C. STATE
97 DEXTER  LAWRENCE II DL 6-4 342 23 2 CLEMSON
98 AUSTIN  JOHNSON DL 6-4 314 26 5 PENN STATE
99 LEONARD  WILLIAMS DL 6-5 302 26 6 USC

 

(as of Dec. 18, 2020)
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(as of Dec. 18, 2020)
NO. FIRST NAME LAST NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE

2 CODY  PARKEY K 6-0 190 28 7 AUBURN
5 CASE  KEENUM QB 6-1 215 32 8 HOUSTON
6 BAKER  MAYFIELD QB 6-1 215 25 3 OKLAHOMA
7 JAMIE  GILLAN P 6-1 207 23 2 ARKANSAS PINE-BLUFF
11 DONOVAN  PEOPLES-JONES WR 6-2 204 21 R MICHIGAN
12 KHADAREL  HODGE WR 6-2 205 25 3 PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 
18 MARVIN  HALL WR 5-10 192 27 4 WASHINGTON  
20 TAVIERRE  THOMAS CB 5-10 205 24 3 FERRIS STATE
21 DENZEL  WARD CB 5-11 190 23 3 OHIO STATE
23 ANDREW  SENDEJO S 6-0 210 33 10 RICE
24 NICK  CHUBB RB 5-11 227 24 3 GEORGIA
27 KAREEM  HUNT RB 5-11 216 25 4 TOLEDO
28 KEVIN  JOHNSON CB 6-0 185 28 6 WAKE FOREST
29 SHELDRICK  REDWINE S 6-0 196 24 2 MIAMI (FLA.)
30 D’ERNEST  JOHNSON RB 5-10 208 24 2 SOUTH FLORIDA
31 ANDY  JANOVICH FB 6-1 238 27 5 NEBRASKA
34 ROBERT  JACKSON CB 6-2 207 27 2 UNLV
35 JOVANTE  MOFFATT S 5-11 213 23 R MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE
36 M.J.  STEWART JR. CB 5-11 200 25 3 NORTH CAROLINA
37 TEDRIC  THOMPSON S 6-0 204 25 4 COLORADO
39 TERRANCE  MITCHELL CB 5-11 191 28 7 OREGON
42 KARL  JOSEPH S 5-10 200 27 5 WEST VIRGINIA
44 SIONE  TAKITAKI LB 6-1 238 25 2 BRIGHAM YOUNG
47 CHARLEY  HUGHLETT LS 6-4 248 30 6 CENTRAL FLORIDA
50 JACOB  PHILLIPS LB 6-3 228 21 R LOUISIANA STATE
51 MACK  WILSON LB 6-1 233 22 2 ALABAMA
52 ELIJAH  LEE LB 6-3 230 24 4 KANSAS STATE
53 NICK  HARRIS C 6-1 293 22 R WASHINGTON  
54 OLIVIER  VERNON DE 6-2 262 30 9 MIAMI (FLA.)
55 TAE  DAVIS LB 6-1 224 24 3 CHATTANOOGA
56 MALCOLM  SMITH LB 6-0 225 31 9 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
64 JC  TRETTER C 6-4 307 29 8 CORNELL
65 LARRY  OGUNJOBI DT 6-3 305 26 4 CHARLOTTE
70 KENDALL  LAMM T 6-5 310 28 6 APPALACHIAN STATE
71 JEDRICK  WILLS JR. T 6-4 307 21 R ALABAMA
74 CHRIS  HUBBARD T 6-4 295 29 7 UAB
75 JOEL  BITONIO G 6-4 320 29 7 NEVADA
77 WYATT  TELLER G 6-4 315 26 3 VIRGINIA TECH
78 JACK  CONKLIN T 6-6 308 26 5 MICHIGAN STATE
80 JARVIS  LANDRY WR 5-11 196 28 7 LOUISIANA STATE
81 AUSTIN  HOOPER TE 6-4 255 26 5 STANFORD
82 RASHARD  HIGGINS WR 6-1 198 26 5 COLORADO STATE
85 DAVID  NJOKU TE 6-4 246 24 4 MIAMI (FLA.)
88 HARRISON  BRYANT TE 6-5 230 22 R FLORIDA ATLANTIC
89 STEPHEN  CARLSON  TE 6-4 240 24 2 PRINCETON
90 JORDAN  ELLIOTT DT 6-4 303 23 R MISSOURI
91 JOE  JACKSON DE 6-4 278 24 2 MIAMI (FLA.)
93 B.J.  GOODSON LB 6-1 242 27 5 CLEMSON
94 ADRIAN  CLAYBORN DE 6-3 280 32 10 IOWA 
95 MYLES  GARRETT DE 6-4 272 24 4 TEXAS A&M
96 VINCENT  TAYLOR DT 6-3 304 26 4 OKLAHOMA STATE
97 PORTER  GUSTIN DE 6-5 257 23 2 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
98 SHELDON  RICHARDSON DT 6-3 294 30 8 MISSOURI

CLEVELAND BROWNS
NUMERICAL ROSTER
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Three decades ago, Scott Norwood’s field goal attempt sailed wide right in the final 
seconds and the 1990 New York Giants secured the franchise’s second Lombardi 
Trophy by defeating the Buffalo Bills, 20-19, in Super Bowl XXV. That thrilling finish 
was just the ending to a season full of incredible moments.

The Giants will celebrate the 30th anniversary of that Super Bowl-winning team 
with a season-long content platform across their media channels. Fans are encouraged to visit 

Giants.com/1990 to explore unforgettable scenes from that season. There they can re-live Leonard Marshall’s 
crunching hit on Joe Montana, and read stories they may have never heard before, such as rock star Jon Bon Jovi dis-
guising himself as a photographer on the sideline during games, or Jeff Hostetler hitching a ride to the airport on the 
famous Madden Cruiser after missing the team bus following the NFC Championship Game in San Francisco.

Here is what else you can find throughout the year in celebrating the 30th anniversary of Super Bowl XXV:

• Giants Huddle Podcast - Players from the 1990 team will join the podcast to give their oral history of the season. 

• Giants First & 10 presented by Stop & Shop - Each episode will profile a key player from the 1990 team.

• Giants Chronicles presented by Hackensack Meridian Health - Each episode will highlight key moments 
from the 1990 season. 

• Super Reunion - Giants legends will host a virtual chalk talk for Season Ticket Members to re-live some of the 
best moments from the 1990 season. Season Ticket Members will also be able to submit questions and interact with 
the virtual show.

“We’ve got happiness, we’ve got humor, practical jokes, hilarity, success, achievement,” Bill Parcells said about the 
Giants’ Super Bowl champions in his Hall of Fame induction speech in 2013. “Then we’ve got that momentary time 
of exhilaration where you hoist that championship trophy over your head, and I don’t know what happens, but some 
mystical blood kinship is formed, and although it’s a fleeting moment, that kinship lasts for the rest of your life.”
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(as of Dec. 18, 2020)

OFFENSE

WR 86 DARIUS SLAYTON 81 AUSTIN MACK 13 DANTE PETTIS
TE 88 EVAN ENGRAM 82 KADEN SMITH 85 LEVINE TOILOLO
RT 75 CAMERON FLEMING  74 MATT PEART  
RG 70 KEVIN ZEITLER 60 KYLE MURPHY  
C 65 NICK GATES 77 SPENCER PULLEY 
LG 66 SHANE LEMIEUX 71 WILL HERNANDEZ 
LT 78 ANDREW THOMAS 72 JACKSON BARTON 
RB 22 WAYNE GALLMAN JR.  33 DION LEWIS 41 ALFRED MORRIS
WR 87 STERLING SHEPARD 15 GOLDEN TATE III 18 C.J. BOARD
FB 39 ELI PENNY    
QB 8 DANIEL JONES 12 COLT MCCOY 

DEFENSE

SLB 49 CARTER COUGHLIN 47 CAM BROWN  
DE 97 DEXTER LAWRENCE II 90 RJ MCINTOSH  
MLB 54 BLAKE MARTINEZ 55 DAVID MAYO  
NT 94 DALVIN TOMLINSON 98 AUSTIN JOHNSON 
WIL 48 TAE CROWDER 52 DEVANTE DOWNS 35 TJ BRUNSON
DT 99 LEONARD WILLIAMS 95 B.J. HILL  
OLB 91 JABAAL SHEARD 57 NIKO LALOS  
LCB 30 DARNAY HOLMES   
SS 21 JABRILL PEPPERS 29 XAVIER MCKINNEY 43 NATE EBNER
FS 23 LOGAN RYAN 20 JULIAN LOVE 36 MONTRE HARTAGE
RCB 27 ISAAC YIADOM  

SPECIALISTS

LS 58 CASEY KREITER
H 9 RILEY DIXON   
P 9 RILEY DIXON      
PR 15 GOLDEN TATE III 21 JABRILL PEPPERS 86 DARIUS SLAYTON 
KOR 33 DION LEWIS 18 C.J. BOARD 86 DARIUS SLAYTON 30 DARNAY HOLMES
K 5 GRAHAM GANO      
  

Head Coach: Joe Judge
Assistant Coaches: Jason Garrett (Offensive Coordinator), Patrick Graham (Assistant Head Coach/Defensive Coordinator), 
Thomas McGaughey (Special Teams Coordinator), Bret Bielema (Outside Linebackers/Senior Assistant), Anthony Blevins (Assistant 
Defensive Backs), Bobby Blick (Offensive Quality Control), Stephen Brown (Offensive Assistant), Burton Burns (Running Backs), 
Marc Colombo (Offensive Line), Derek Dooley (Senior Offensive Assistant), Jerome Henderson (Defensive Backs), Amos Jones 
(Assistant Coach / Special Projects & Situations), Freddie Kitchens (Tight Ends), Tom Quinn (Assistant Special Teams), Jerry 
Schuplinski (Quarterbacks), Kevin Sherrer (Inside Linebackers), Sean Spencer (Defensive Line), Tyke Tolbert (Wide Receivers), 
Michael Treier (Defensive Quality Control), Ben Wilkerson (Assistant Offensive Line) and Jody Wright (Defensive Assistant).  
         

NEW YORK GIANTS
DEPTH CHART
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OFFENSE

WR 80 JARVIS LANDRY 11 DONOVAN PEOPLES-JONES    
LT 71 JEDRICK WILLS JR.      
LG 75 JOEL BITONIO      
C 64 JC TRETTER 53 NICK HARRIS    
RG 77 WYATT TELLER 74 CHRIS HUBBARD    
RT 78 JACK CONKLIN 70 KENDALL LAMM    
TE 81 AUSTIN HOOPER 88 HARRISON BRYANT 85 DAVID NJOKU 89 STEPHEN CARLSON
WR 82 RASHARD HIGGINS 12 *KHADAREL HODGE 18 MARVIN HALL  
QB 6 BAKER MAYFIELD 5 CASE KEENUM    
RB 24 NICK CHUBB 27 KAREEM HUNT 30 D’ERNEST JOHNSON  
FB 31 ANDY JANOVICH   

DEFENSE

DE 95 MYLES GARRETT 94 ADRIAN CLAYBORN  
DT 98 SHELDON RICHARDSON 90 JORDAN ELLIOTT  
DT 65 LARRY OGUNJOBI 96 VINCENT TAYLOR  
DE 54 OLIVIER VERNON 97 PORTER GUSTIN 91 JOE JACKSON
WILL 51 MACK WILSON 56 MALCOLM SMITH 52 ELIJAH LEE
MIKE 93 B.J. GOODSON 55 TAE DAVIS  
SAM 44 SIONE TAKITAKI 50 JACOB PHILLIPS  
CB 21 *DENZEL WARD 28 KEVIN JOHNSON 36 M.J. STEWART JR. 
CB 39 TERRANCE MITCHELL 20 TAVIERRE THOMAS 34 ROBERT JACKSON
SS 42 KARL JOSEPH 37 TEDRIC THOMPSON  
FS 23 *ANDREW SENDEJO 29 SHELDRICK REDWINE 35 JOVANTE MOFFATT

SPECIALISTS

P 7 JAMIE GILLAN  
K 2 CODY PARKEY  
H 7 JAMIE GILLAN  
KR 11 DONOVAN PEOPLES-JONES 30 D’ERNEST JOHNSON
PR 11 DONOVAN PEOPLES-JONES 30 D’ERNEST JOHNSON
LS 47 CHARLEY HUGHLETT

CLEVELAND BROWNS
DEPTH CHART

(as of Dec. 18, 2020)

Head Coach: Kevin Stefanski
Assistant Coaches: Joe Woods (defensive coordinator); Alex Van Pelt (offensive coordinator); Mike Priefer (special teams coordinator); 
Stump Mitchell (run game coordinator/running backs); Jeff Howard (pass game coordinator/defensive backs); Chad O’Shea (pass game 
coordinator/wide receivers); Ben Bloom (senior defensive assistant); Stephen Bravo-Brown (defensive quality control); Callie Brownson 
(chief of staff); Bill Callahan (offensive line); Josh Christovich (strength and conditioning assistant); Doug Colman (assistant special 
teams); Ryan Cordell (coaching assistant); Jeremy Garrett (assistant defensive line); Monty Gibson (strength and conditioning assistant); 
Shaun Huls (director of high performance); Larry Jackson (head of strength and conditioning); Dale Jones (strength and conditioning 
assistant); Chris Kiffin (defensive line); Brandon Lynch (assistant defensive backs); Evan Marcus (strength and conditioning assistant); 
T.C. McCartney (offensive assistant); Katy Meassick (performance dietitian); Scott Peters (assistant offensive line); Drew Petzing (tight 
ends); Kevin Rogers (senior offensive assistant); Seitu Smith (offensive quality control); Jason Tarver (linebackers).
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By Michael Eisen

The Giants’ recent good times were interrupted last Sunday afternoon.
Soaring into their MetLife Stadium matchup against the Arizona Cardinals with a four-game winning streak, 

the Giants were grounded by an ineffective offense and lost, 26-7. The defeat dropped them to 5-8 and likely set 
up a wild three-week finish to the NFC East title chase. Just one week ago, the Giants earned their most impressive 
victory of the season, against the Seahawks in Seattle.

“I don’t think we had any kind of a hangover from going out to Seattle last week,” coach Joe Judge said. “I don’t 
think that’s the cause of it. Again, this game is completely independent of anything that has happened before. We 
simply didn’t come out today and we didn’t coach well enough and we didn’t play well enough. That’s the hard 
truth of it. We have to do a much better job.”

They’ll get an opportunity starting Sunday night against the Cleveland Browns, who are 9-3 entering their clash 
tomorrow against the Baltimore Ravens.

Quarterback Daniel Jones, who missed the Seattle game with a hamstring injury, returned to the starting lineup, 
but his comfort level appeared to be less than optimal.

Jones completed only 11 passes, his lowest total in any of his 24 career starts. His 21 attempts and 127 yards were 
this second-lowest figures. Jones was sacked six times, tying the second-highest total he’s absorbed in a game. He 
fumbled three times, losing one. And for the first time as a pro, he did not have a rushing attempt.

“I think I wasn’t able to run like I normally do, but I felt good during the game,” Jones said. “I was able to 
move around the pocket and do what I needed to do throwing the ball. I think I got to do better with that still.”

“Something that has been very positive for our offense this year is Daniel being able to run the ball and extend 
some plays right there,” Judge said. “He had a few today. He got outside of the pocket. He had some passes down 
the sideline. He had a throw away and a completion down there at one point. Obviously, you take away part of the 
offense in any regard, it’s going to affect how everything else complements itself right there.” Jones was replaced 
for the Giants’ final offensive series by Colt McCoy, who played the entire game last week.

“It (the injury) wore on me a bit during the game,” Jones said. “Just got to do a good job staying on top of it 
and making sure it’s healing up like it should.”

Judge had numerous conversations with Jones in the days leading up to the game.
“I thought he was able to protect himself in the pocket, which was the main concern as in can he step up and can 

he move in it,” Judge said. “We knew there were going to be some situations today where he wasn’t going to pull 
it down and just run like he’s done in the past. We knew that he was going to either end up throwing the ball away 
or take sacks at certain point. We knew that going into the game and we saw that early on. But I thought, overall, 
that he showed that he was able to protect himself in the pocket. I checked on him at halftime. I checked on him 
throughout the course of the game. That was really kind of the feedback we got right there.”

In response to a follow-up question, Judge said, “No, I have no regrets on playing him. We made a calculated 
decision based on what he could do as a player. We went out there, and as a team, we have to execute better.”

He’ll get no dissent on that final point. The Giants posted numerous season-low numbers, including 159 total 
yards, 81 net passing yards, eight sacks allowed (McCoy took two) and 10 first downs and tied another with three 

DANIEL JONES RETURNS, BUT GIANTS
WIN STREAK ENDS

(continued)
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turnovers (all fumbles). They owned the ball for only 22:08. Wayne Gallman led the rushing attack with 57 yards. 
Dion Lewis scored their only touchdown, on a one-yard run in the third quarter. No receiver caught more than 
three passes.

The offense likely helped Arizona outside linebacker Hassan Reddick win the NFC Defensive Player of the Week 
Award. Reddick set a record for a Giants opponent and a Cardinals record with 5.0 sacks and forced three fumbles.

“They definitely did some things that we didn’t expect, but we did what we could,” Gallman said. “Of course, 
there are things that we have to get better at ourselves. They played good today, but I think there are things that 
we could have done better in terms of our IDs and stuff as our own unit. That’s just something that we have to go 
back and fix during our practice.”

“They had a good game plan going in, a few different things, but every team does every week,” Jones said. “We 
got to do a better job identifying, I have to do a better job with that and getting the ball out on time.”

The Giants’ defense had its own share of frustration. Arizona ran the ball 43 times for 149 yards, both the high-
est totals by a Giants opponent this season. The Cardinals never turned over the ball. Quarterback Kyler Murray 
constantly demonstrated his slippery elusiveness while getting sacked just once on 36 dropbacks. He completed 24 
passes for 244 yards and ran for 47 more. Murray’s favorite target was DeAndre Hopkins, who finished with nine 
catches for 136 yards.

“Murray is a special player, we knew he was going to make certain plays here and there,” linebacker Blake 
Martinez said. “We needed to do better keeping him in there and making sure we had our game plan set, we just 
didn’t play as well as we wanted to.”

Arizona scored touchdowns on a seven-yard pass to tight end Dan Arnold in the second quarter, Kenyan Drake’s 
one-yard dive in the third and four field goals by Mike Nugent, who was in the Giants’ training camp in 2017 and 
played in his first game since Oct. 27, 2019, with New England. Nugent’s field goals traveled 34, 37, 34 and 30 
yards.

“I think it just came down to they performed better than us,” cornerback James Bradberry said. “We didn’t 
execute when we needed to and that’s usually the name of the game. You’ve got to execute and make plays, and 
we didn’t do enough today.”

It doesn’t mean the good times can’t return this week.
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NOTES & STATISTICS
GIANTS VS. ARIZONA

*The defeat ended the Giants four-game winning streak and dropped their record to 5-8. They will retain a share of 
first place in the NFC East if Washington loses later Sunday against San Francisco – a game being played in Arizona.

*The 19-point margin of defeat was the Giants’ second largest of the season. In Week 4, they lost to the 49ers, 36-9.

*The Giants’ seven points is their lowest total since they were shut out by the Tennessee Titans, 17-0, on Dec. 16, 
2018. Their previous low this season was nine points in back-to-back defeats to San Francisco and the Rams on Sept. 
27 and Oct. 4.

*When the Cardinals took a 20-0 lead early in the third quarter, it was the Giants’ largest deficit without scoring a 
point since 23-0 loss on Dec. 23, 2017…in Arizona.

*The Giants finished 1-3 against the NFC West, defeating Seattle and losing to San Francisco, Arizona and the Los 
Angeles Rams. They scored just one touchdown in the three losses.

*Arizona has won the last four games in the series and each of its last four as visitors to the Giants.

*The Giants totaled 159 offensive yards, their lowest total since they gained 150 yards in a 38-0 loss at Carolina 
on Sept. 22, 2013.

*The Giants’ 78 rushing yards were their third-lowest total of the season after 29 vs. Pittsburgh in the season opener 
and 66 against the 49ers.

*The Giants finished with 81 net passing yards, their lowest total since they threw for 49 yards in a 13-10 victory 
against the Miami Dolphins in London on Oct. 28, 2007.

*Arizona’s eight sacks (for 64 yards) were the most by a Giants opponent since Oct. 20, 2018, when the Cardinals 
had … eight sacks (for 67 yards).

*The Giants’ 10 first downs are their fewest in a game since they had 10 at New England on Oct. 10, 2019.

*The Giants’ 22:08 time of possession is their second-lowest figure of the season, after the 20:16 they posted vs. 
San Francisco. *The Giants had an NFL-best plus-8 turnover differential during the five weeks that covered their 
four-game winning streak. On Sunday, they lost three fumbles – one each by Daniel Jones, Dion Lewis and Colt 
McCoy - without a takeaway. It was the third time this season the Giants did not force a turnover; they lost to San 
Francisco and Arizona and beat Philadelphia (on Nov. 15).

*The Giants committed a turnover on the game’s fifth play when their former teammate, linebacker Markus Golden, 
sacked Jones for an 11-yard loss while forcing a fumble that Golden recovered and returned 30 yards to the Giants’ 
nine. The Cards were stopped on fourth down and did not score. The turnover was the Giants’ second on an opening 
possession this season. On Sept. 20 against San Francisco, Jones’ tried to lateral to tight end Evan Engram, who 
couldn’t hold onto the ball, which was recovered by Dion Jordan. Jones was charged with the fumble.

*The Giants committed their first special teams turnover of the season when Dion Lewis lost a fumble returning 
a kickoff with 8:17 remaining in the second quarter. After a 15-yard return, Lewis was separated from the ball by 
linebacker Kylie Fitts, who actually kicked the ball out of his hand. The ball was recovered by Trent Sherfield at the 
Giants’ 16-yard line. Four plays later, Murray threw the touchdown passes to Arnold to give Arizona 10 points in 1:31.

(continued on p. 55)

By Michael Eisen
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NOTES & STATISTICS
GIANTS VS. ARIZONA

*The Giants trailed at halftime, 13-0, one week after they were behind after two quarters in Seattle, 5-0. It is the 
first time they did not score a point in the first half of consecutive games since Dec. 4 and 11, 2016, when they trailed 
Pittsburgh, 14-0, and Dallas, 7-0. They lost to the Steelers, 24-14, but beat the Cowboys, 10-7.

*This was the third game this season in which the Giants were shut out in the first half. In addition to the two games 
just mentioned, they trailed in Chicago, 17-0, on Sept. 20. The Giants lost that game, 17-13.

*The Giants scored their only points of the game with 5:38 remaining in the third quarter, when Lewis slipped across 
the goal line from a yard out. It was Lewis’ second rushing touchdown and third overall score this season. The touch-
down was set up by the Giants’ longest play of the game, Jones’ 39-yard pass down the middle to wide receiver Golden 
Tate, who was ruled down at the one. Lewis scored on the next play.

*Jones, who missed last week’s victory in Seattle with a hamstring injury, completed 11 of 21 passes for 127 yards. The 
11 completions are the lowest total in his 24 NFL starts. He completed 12 of a career-low 19 attempts for 112 yards 
in the Giants’ first victory of the season, against Washington on Oct. 18.

*Jones was sacked six times, which ties the second-highest total of his career. Jones’ highest total – eight sacks - was 
also against Arizona, on Oct. 20, 2019. He was sacked six times at the Jets on Nov. 10, 2019. Colt McCoy substituted 
for Jones late in the game and absorbed two sacks.

*Jones did not have a rushing attempt for the first time in his career.

*Wayne Gallman led the Giants with 57 rushing yards on 12 carries.

*Sterling Shepard, Darius Slayton and Gallman each had a team-high three receptions.

*Nose tackle Dalvin Tomlinson registered the Giants’ only sack, a 13-yard takedown of Kyler Murray. The Giants had 
recorded at least two sacks in every previous game this season.

*Safety Jabrill Peppers led the Giants with 13 tackles (eight solo).

*Graham Gano, who has made 25 attempts in a row, did not try a field goal for just the second time this season (also 
at Philadelphia on Oct. 22).

*Arizona linebacker Hassan Reddick had five of the Cardinals’ eight sacks, the most ever by one player against the 
Giants. He also forced three of the Giants’ five fumbles. Many players have had four sacks vs. the Giants, most recently 
Arizona’s Chandler Jones last season.

*Defensive back Xavier McKinney, the Giants’ second-round draft choice, made his first career start and had four 
tackles (one solo).

*Rookie defensive back Jarren Williams assisted on a special teams tackle in his NFL debut.
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1950—Giants, 6-0 (C)
 Giants, 17-13 (NY)
 *Browns, 8-3 (C)
1951—Browns, 14-13 (C)
 Browns, 10-0 (NY)
1952—Giants, 17-9 (C)
 Giants, 37-34 (NY)
1953—Browns, 7-0 (NY)
 Browns, 62-14 (C)
1954—Browns, 24-14 (C)
 Browns, 16-7 (NY)
1955—Browns, 24-14 (C)
 Tie, 35-35 (NY)
1956—Giants, 21-9 (C)
 Browns, 24-7 (NY)
1957—Browns, 6-3 (C)
 Browns, 34-28 (NY)
1958—Giants, 21-17 (C)
 Giants, 13-10 (NY)
 *Giants, 10-0 (NY)
1959—Giants, 10-6 (C)
 Giants, 48-7 (NY)
1960—Giants, 17-13 (C)
 Browns, 48-34 (NY)
1961—Giants, 37-21 (C)
 Tie, 7-7 (NY)

1962—Browns, 17-7 (C)
 Giants, 17-13 (NY)
1963—Browns, 35-24 (NY)
 Giants, 33-6 (C)
1964—Browns, 42-20 (C)
 Browns, 52-20 (NY)
1965—Browns, 38-14 (NY)
 Browns, 34-21 (C)
1966—Browns, 28-7 (NY)
 Browns, 49-40 (C)
1967—Giants, 38-34 (NY)
 Browns, 24-14 (C)
1968—Browns, 45-10 (C)
1969—Browns, 28-17 (C)
 Giants, 27-14 (NY)
1973—Browns, 12-10 (C)
1977—Browns, 21-7 (NY)
1985—Browns, 35-33 (NY)
1991—Giants, 13-10 (NY)
1994—Giants, 16-13 (C)
2000—Giants, 24-3 (C)
2004—Giants, 27-10 (NY)
2008—Browns, 35-14 (C)
2012—Giants, 41-27 (NY)
2016—Giants, 27-13 (C)
*Conference Playoff

GIANTS VS. BROWNS SERIES
BROWNS LEAD SERIES, 26-21-2

PLAYOFF SERIES TIED, 1-1

1967

Leroy Kelly (44) Cleveland Browns back, is tackled by defensive lineman Freeman White (81) 
at Yankee Stadium, Oct. 29, 1967, New York. The Giants won 38-34. (AP Photo)

SUMMERALL’S FAMOUS KICK
Pat Summerall kicked a 49-yard field goal 

as the Giants defeated the Cleveland Browns 
at Yankee Stadium, New York, Dec. 14, 1958. 
The win forced a playoff game the next week 
against the Browns for the Eastern Conference 
title. The Giants won, 10-0, and the following 

week faced the Baltimore Colts in the NFL 
Championship Game.
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By Matt Citak

The Giants’ winning streak came to an end at four games last week with the 26-7 loss to the Arizona Cardinals. Kyler 
Murray threw for 244 yards and a touchdown and rushed for an additional 47 yards, while the Giants’ offense was held to 
just 159 total yards. Daniel Jones and Colt McCoy were sacked eight times.

The Browns enter this Week 15 matchup on short rest following their dramatic 47-42 loss to the Ravens on Monday 
night. Cleveland threw for over 350 yards against the Ravens, while the run game produced nearly 140 yards and four 
touchdowns. However, Baltimore rushed for 231 yards and five touchdowns, led by Lamar Jackson’s 124 yards and two scores.

Here are five storylines to follow heading into this battle with the Browns.

DANIEL JONES COMING OFF FIRST GAME BACK FROM A HAMSTRING INJURY
After missing the Week 13 win in Seattle, Daniel Jones returned to action against the Cardinals. The second-year 

quarterback did not appear to be himself and completed a season-low 52.4 percent of his passes for just 127 yards, his 
second-lowest yardage total of the season. It was also the first game this year that Jones did not register a rush attempt after 
averaging 5.0 carries a game through his first 11 contests.

Jones’ status for Sunday night remains up in the air, which means Colt McCoy remains a possibility to make his second 
start of the season. The veteran picked up his first win as a starter since 2014 when the Giants traveled to Seattle and beat 
the Seahawks in Week 13, 17-12. McCoy threw for 105 yards and a touchdown in the win.

“I’m going to give him an opportunity this week to work through practice and see how he moves and how he reacts to 
things. Again, if he can defend himself properly in the pocket as I’ve said before on how I’ll handle it, if he’s not at risk beyond 
any normal game, then we’ll go ahead and give him the opportunity to play. If we think that’s an issue, that he can’t go out 
there and defend himself, then we’ll make the best decision for him long-term and the team as well.”

The Browns’ pass defense ranks 20th in yards and 24th in touchdowns surrendered through the air. Cleveland allowed 
Lamar Jackson to put up an impressive performance on Monday night. Last year’s MVP completed 11 of 17 passes for 163 
yards and a touchdown, but Jackson really made his mark with nine rushes for 124 yards (13.8 avg.) and two touchdowns. 
Jackson was named AFC Offensive Player of the Week for his stellar outing in which he led Baltimore to a last-second victory. 

GET THE WAYNE TRAIN ON TRACK AGAIN
Wayne Gallman had another solid outing this past Sunday. The fourth-year running back carried the ball 12 times 

for 57 yards (4.8 avg.), marking the second consecutive week in which he’s averaged over 4.5 yards per carry and the third 
time in the last five games. Gallman also added three receptions for 16 yards, the second time he’s caught three passes in 
the last three weeks.

The 12 carries were Gallman’s lowest since Week 8, as he had been averaging 18.0 attempts per game in his four 
previous outings. Gallman was also kept out of the end zone for the second straight game after scoring six touchdowns in 
the five games from Weeks 7-12.

Cleveland has had mixed results against the run this season. In terms of yardage, the Browns rank in the middle of 
the pack with their 114.1 rushing yards allowed per game (16th) and 4.4 yards per carry (17th). However, the 16 rushing 
touchdowns allowed is tied for the seventh-most in the league. Baltimore ran for an average of 7.2 yards per carry on Monday.

KEEPING MYLES GARRETT AWAY FROM THE QB
After putting together a few solid performances in a row, the Giants’ offensive line struggled against the Cardinals. The 

unit allowed Arizona to sack Daniel Jones a season-high six times. Three of those sacks led to fumbles, one of which Markus 
Golden recovered and returned deep into Giants’ territory. Colt McCoy finished the game at quarterback and was also sacked 
twice, leading to a lost fumble. The eight total sacks allowed were three more than any previous game this season for the 
Giants. Hasson Reddick finished with a career-high five sacks.

The Browns’ Myles Garrett is tied for third in the league with 10.5 sacks and second in the NFL with his career-high 
four forced fumbles, and he’s recorded at least a sack in seven of his 11 games. Former Giant Olivier Vernon has registered 
seven sacks while defensive tackle Sheldon Richardson has 4.5, helping the Browns rack up 34 sacks on the season (t-11th). 
Cleveland sacked Lamar Jackson four times last week.

GIANTS VS. BROWNS:
5 STORYLINES TO FOLLOW 
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“You can talk about Myles all you want, and this 
guy is a phenomenal talent,” Judge told reporters on 
Wednesday. “But you can’t just look at one player on their 
team. Their entire front is very, very talented. Whether 
it’s Myles on one side or OV (Olivier Vernon) or (Adrian) 
Clayborn, you can go ahead and pick one. You’ve got the 
d-tackles inside who do a great job with the pass rush and 
penetrate on the run game. To me, we have to protect 
against all of these guys up front. We have to handle the 
movement, we have to handle the blitzes that come off 
the edge, and these are very fast-flow linebackers. Again, 
they all tie together. There’s a tremendous amount of 
talent on this team.” 

SLOW DOWN BAKER
Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield is coming off 

an impressive outing against one of the league’s better 
defenses. Mayfield completed nearly 60 percent of his 
passes for a season-high 343 yards and two touchdowns 
against the Ravens. Mayfield added five rushes for 23 
yards and an additional score on the ground.

With his two touchdown passes, the third-year 
quarterback extended his streak of games with multiple 
touchdowns to three. During that stretch, Mayfield is 
averaging 311.7 passing yards with eight total touchdown 
passes. His 23 touchdowns on the year are tied with Kyler 
Murray for the 12th-most. However, Mayfield has strug-
gled at times this season. His 2,785 passing yards ranks 18th in the NFL, while his completion percentage of 62.3 comes in 
at No. 31 among quarterbacks with at least five starts. Only four qualified quarterbacks have a lower completion percentage.

The Giants’ defense has done a good job of limiting opposing quarterbacks in recent weeks. Over their last four games, 
Patrick Graham’s defense has allowed an average of 188.0 net passing yards per contest while holding Kyler Murray, Russell 
Wilson, Brandon Allen and Carson Wentz to three total touchdown passes. Murray had the best overall outing of the group, 
completing 68.6 percent of his passes for 244 yards, one touchdown and no interceptions while adding 47 yards on 13 carries. 
The defense’s 18 passing touchdowns allowed on the season ranks sixth, while the 50.0 red zone touchdown percentage 
allowed is tied for the second-best mark in the NFL.

CONTAIN THE BROWNS’ RB DUO
The Browns enter Week 15 with the league’s most talented running back duo of Nick Chubb and Kareem Hunt. The 

two have combined for 1,653 rushing yards and 14 touchdowns this season, and that is with Chubb missing four games with 
an MCL injury earlier in the year.

Chubb is averaging nearly 100 rushing yards and 1.0 touchdown per game this year, while Hunt has already racked 
up five receiving touchdowns. The two have helped Cleveland accumulate the third-most rushing yards in the league this 
season (156.2 per game) and the fourth-best average yards per attempt (4.9). Chubb’s 84.6 overall grade from Pro Football 
Focus ranks fourth among running backs, while Hunt’s 76.0 comes in at No. 19. The Browns also have four different offensive 
linemen that rank within the Top 10 at their position in overall PFF grade (J.C. Tretter, Wyatt Teller, Joel Bitonio and Jack 
Conklin), with each grading extremely well in their run blocking.

The Giants have performed well against the run this season, as they enter Week 15 ranking seventh in the NFL with 
101.5 rushing yards allowed per game. In addition, Big Blue has given up 3.9 yards per carry (6th) and 11 rushing touch-
downs (t-10th), resulting in one of the league’s more productive run defenses. The team’s group of talented interior defensive 
linemen, consisting of Leonard Williams, Dexter Lawrence, Dalvin Tomlinson and B.J. Hill, has helped the unit perform well 
against the run, as each one ranks within the top 32 interior linemen in the league in overall PFF grade. Williams has played 
especially well with his strong 80.6 run defense grade. Blake Martinez and his 74.9 run defense grade has also been a big 
contributor to the Giants’ success against the run, as his 118 total tackles is tied for the fourth most in the NFL.
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By Michael Eisen

Logan Ryan has long believed that being a complete NFL player means 
not just performing well but playing fair and playing clean. Harmful shots 
and illegal hits are not part of his repertoire and he is always cognizant of 
avoiding actions that reflect badly on his team and himself.

“One-hundred percent,” Ryan said. “It’s not in the game, it ’s not how 
the game should be. You can be tough, you can be physical, you can be 
violent, but you don’t have to be cheap. That is not tough, that is not 
physical, it ’s cowardly. I never try to hit a quarterback below 
his knees. I never try to hit a receiver helmet to helmet. 
Accidents happen, I’m playing hard and fast, but I never 
wish to hurt anybody. I respect the opponent so much I 
want him out there so that I can compete against him.”

Because of his unwavering commitment to those 
ideals, Ryan is the Giants’ nominee for the 2020 Art 
Rooney Sportsmanship Award.

The award, established in 2014, is presented each 
year to an NFL player “who demonstrates the qual-
ities of outstanding sportsmanship on the playing 
field, including fair play, respect for opponents 
and integrity in competition.” It is named in 
in honor of the late founding owner of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Pro Football Hall of 
Famer Art Rooney, Sr.

Defensive tackle Dalvin Tomlinson 
was the team’s nominee last year.

“Logan embodies exactly what it 
truly means to be a Giant on and off 
the field,” said Tomlinson. “Once 
he arrived here, he immedi-
ately gained the respect of his 
teammates and each week you 
can see why he’s respected 
amongst the best athletes in 
the world. His relentless drive 
to play the game at a high 
level doesn’t come at the cost 
of playing with integrity. His on 
the field sportsmanship is unmatched 
and he has an unwavering amount 
of respect for the game and our 
opponents, which has become 
something that has stood out 
to me.”

The first six winners of 

LOGAN RYAN NAMED GIANTS’ 
NOMINEE FOR ART ROONEY 
SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
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the award were all part of recent NFL royalty – Larry Fitzgerald, Charles Woodson, Frank Gore, Luke Kuechly, 
Drew Brees and the 2019 honoree, Adrian Peterson.

“It’s a great list,” Ryan said. “It ’s a great honor. I think it ’s my greatest honor. I’ve been trying to do a lot 
off the field and just being a good person. Those are all really good players and really good people. I learned 
you can be both and they work together. You can be a good person off the field and be a really good player as 
well.” Ryan, a defensive back who won two Super Bowls with the New England Patriots, is equally productive 
at cornerback and safety. Now in his eighth NFL season and first with the Giants, he was at this writing second 
on a team in the hunt for the NFC East title with 58 tackles (46 solo), one sack, seven passes defensed and a 
game-clinching interception in a victory in Washington.

But Ryan defines success by so much more than statistics, or even wins and losses. He values the importance 
of being a good teammate not only to those in Giants blue, but to what he considers the association of NFL 
players.

“Outside of those lines, even during the game, you don’t wish ill will toward anybody,” Ryan said. “My best 
friends in this world are my former teammates, guys I’ve bonded with at my wedding, know my kids, uncles to 
my kids. Honestly, my greatest bonds have been in the NFL locker room.

“I understand the pressure that we deal with on social media, day in and day out, the lifestyle that we 
have to live where you really can’t appear as less than perfect in any phase. If you get in trouble off the field, 
if you’re drinking and driving, if you’re doing anything, it ’s on ESPN. You have to really live a model life, and 
that’s hard for any person to do.”

This season, Ryan was involved in two highly publicized but vastly different incidents that exemplified for 
him what it means to play in the NFL.

On Oct. 11 in Dallas, Ryan tackled Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott, whose leg bent at an odd angle, 
resulting in a compound fracture of his right ankle that ended his season. Prescott had started all 69 Dallas 
games since entering the league in 2016 and no one was more upset to see the streak end than Ryan.

“I was the first one there kneeling by him, I felt horrible,” Ryan said. “I wanted to beat the Cowboys as 
bad as anyone else, but I didn’t want to hurt Dak Prescott. He worked really hard to get where he’s at. I think 
he’s a really good player, good human being, and I felt bad for him. I felt really bad. We don’t ever wish for 
injuries here. I think there is a brotherhood in this league. Especially the longer you’ve been in it, you cherish 
the opportunity to have such a great job like we have.”

Three weeks later, Ryan was departing MetLife Stadium at 1 a.m. following the Giants’ Monday night loss 
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers when he received a phone call from his wife, Ashley. She had flown to Florida, 
where they have a home, so she could vote in the presidential election. She told her husband she had extreme 
stomach pains. Only after Ryan conferred with Giants assistant athletic trainer Justin Maher did Ashley agree 
to go to a hospital. The decision saved her life, because doctors discovered an ectopic pregnancy and she 
underwent emergency surgery.

Logan and Ashley have a daughter, Avery, and a son, Otto, and during that unsettling and difficult week, 
the brotherhood – not only of NFL players but the wider world of football - was there for Ryan.

“I heard from everybody,” Ryan said. “Hundreds of messages when I went public with that information. So 
many people. College coaches, coaches who recruited me in college and I didn’t go to their schools, teammates, 
former teammates, all over the NFL. I really think that my personality aligns with a lot of good people, and 
those people support me and I support them, and I’m there for them. We understand in 2020 how important 
life is outside of football, more than ever, with the losses that everyone has dealt with, the hardships that 
everyone has dealt with in this country. I think for our story to be out there like that, a lot of people showed 
me support and really pushed me to keep going and to try to manage everything and to be a father and a 
husband first. That was my biggest priority, and it ended up helping my family out a ton.”

“I’m not married, so I can’t imagine what he was going through,” said safety Jabrill Peppers, who starts 
next to Ryan at the back of the Giants’ defense. “To be honest, you wouldn’t even tell by the way he comes to 
work every day. He’s a leader, he has experience, and he’s hard on us. He didn’t talk about it with us. That’s 
just the way he is. He’s a pro’s pro.”

And a pro worthy of the Art Rooney Award.
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Ahmad Bradshaw has a career day vs. the Cleveland Browns in 2021.
Bradshaw fumbled on the first play from scrimmage, setting up a Cleveland touchdown. After that, 

he was unstoppable, surpassing his yardage on the ground for the season with a career-best 200 yards 
in a 41-27 victory.

“I was angry at myself for the fumble and I just used it,” Bradshaw said. “I was disappointed with the 
fumble, but you put it out of your mind. I knew I was cool. We knew the running game was there, we 
were confident.”

The passing game was effective as well. Victor Cruz made a career-best three touchdown catches. Eli 
Manning hit Cruz for scores of 3, 7 and 28 yards, prompting Cruz’s trademark salsa in the end zone after 
each touchdown.

“We showed how resilient we are,” said Cruz, who entered the game leading the NFL with 32 recep-
tions and added five for 50 yards. “We started off rough, getting behind the 8-ball a bit, but we were able 
to keep our wits about us. We understand we’ll be able to make some plays offensively.”

Eli Manning was 25 of 37 for 259 yards and 3 touchdowns. 

A LOOK BACK: GIANTS VS. BROWNS
OCTOBER 7, 2012 • GIANTS STADIUM
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HOW YOU MOVE IS 
WHY WE’RE HERE.

OFFICIAL HOSPITAL OF
THE NEW YORK GIANTSMOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

800.796.0484

For 11 years in a row, HSS has been ranked #1 in 
the U.S. in Orthopedics.  Better than anyone, we 
understand that how you move is how you are.

Learn more about our approach, and our 
leadership in Orthopedics and Rheumatology 
at HSS.edu/Sports. Locations in NY, NJ, CT and FL.

Proud to care for the New York Giants for 40 years and counting.
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